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oaltivated. The Jambhir’, Bans and Bhairang! rise from the 
plains of the Sadar subdivision. The Khadkdi rises from the 
Simlapal hills and after a tortuous course westwards through the 
BamanghAti subdivision falls into the Subarnarekhé. The Khair 
and Bhandan are small hill streams which rise in the Simlapal 
hills and fall into the Baitarani after a short westward course 
through the Panchpir subdivision. The Salandi rises on the 
southern slope of the Meghasani mountain and meets the Dhamra 
river near its mouth, 

The territory of Mayiirbhanj may be divided into three Natumar 
natural divisions, Running due north and south from the central ihe 
group there are two ranges of hills of lesser elevation dividing 
the plains portion of the State into two halves, the eastern, which 
forms the Sadar subdivision, and tho western : this latter is again 
subdivided into two portions, viz, the Bamanghafi and the 
Panchpir subdivisions by another range of hills running in a 
westerly direction from the northern portion of the main central 
group ; thus there are three distiuct portions divided off from 
one another by hill ranges and drained by differont rivers. 
The eastern or the Sadar subdivision slopes gently from tho foot 
of the hills towards the sea and served as it is by innumerable 
hill streams forms an ides! country for irrigation. Tho western 
portion consisting of the Bamanghati and the Panchpir subdi- 
visions is mainly a rolling plain rising and falling in gentle slopes 
and studded with innumerable rocky mounds and hills, The 
soil, specially of the northern or tho Bamanghati subdivision, is 
very fertile and lends itself to extensive cultivation. May iirbhanj 
proper, that is to say, euch portion of the State as is uot included 
in Bamanghati and Nayabasan, consists of hills, jungles and 
valleys, the latter intersected by mountain streams ; quite 1,000 
square miles of Mayiirbhanj 1s composed of hills, the greater 
portion of which are as yet inaccessible to commeroo, or ure so un- 
healthy as to be habitable only by the rudest jungle tribes. 
Bamanghati consists of open plains, well cultivated and weil 
watered during the rainy season by natural streams. 

The approximate areas of the three subdivisions of tho State 
are as follows :--(1) The Sadar subdivision inciuding the central 
hill group, 2,800 square miles, (2) Bamanghati subdivision, 750 
square miles and (3) Panchpir subdivision, 560 square miles. 

A Geological Sarvey of the State was,undertaken by tho Chief : Grozoay, 
it was reported that the chief mineral wealth of the State consists 
in its iron ores, whioh are possibly among the richest and most ex- 
tenaive in India. They oocur in all parts of the State, but specially 
in the Bamanghiti eubdivision. Usually they consist of hematite 
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and limonite, but thick and rather extensive deposits of magnetite 
are met with at the foot and along the flanks of the Gurumaisini 
hill, south-east of Kulaisila, east of Sundal and also near Kotapiti 
in the Bamanghati subdivision It is diffioult to make even an ap- 
proximate estimate of the quantity of available iron ores. But it 
would probably be no exaggeration to say, that a practically 
inexhaustible supply for several furnaces on a modern scale may 
be safely depended upon. The ores are easily accessible from the 
Sini-Kharagpur section of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. Lime- 
stone in the form of tufa occurs at several places in and close to 
the iron area. 

Red and yellow ochres occur at places and are much used by 
the Santals in painting their houses. Gold is washed for in the 
Subarnarekha river on the northern border of Mayiirbhanj proper 
and in the Kbadkai and Barhai rivers in the Bamanghati subdivi- 
sion. There is nothing specially noteworthy about these river 
washings, But at the head waters of the Barhsi river about 
Kudarsahi and Sapgheré there is a tract about 2 square miles in 
extent, where almost the entire alluvium is found to be more or 
less euriferous. Some 50 families of gold-washers earn their 
living by gold-washing in this area. They just scrape off the 
surface soil which is usually the richest, owing, probably, in part, 
to its being periodically replenished by wash from the adjacent 
hills during the rainy season, and in part, to natural concentration 
m situ by rain water. Nuggets are occasionally met with, but 
the largest shown as found in the area weighed half a tola. 

Tho auriferous alluvium is of brownish colour, and is thinly 
spread over micaceous and trappean-looking schists referable to 
the transition series. It contains more or less gold down toa 
depth of about two feet. The richest placer deposits were 
found invariably to ocour in the immediate vicinity of dioritic 
rooks with iron pyrites traversed by thin irregular veins of 
quartz. There are no quartz-reefs in the area, and it is a curious 
fact that, though there are good reefs outside the area, no 
gold is known to occur either in or near them. 

Weat and north-west of Ruansi and Gohaldangri washed by the 
Gadia river and its feeder, and separated from Kudarsshi-Sapghera 
ground by a low range of hills, there is another area of placer 
deposit of similar extent. The deposits here are at places 12 to 16 
feet in thickness, and consist of rather gritty, brownish, stiff clay 
resting upon & ooarse gravel bed about three feet in thickness. 
The red rock seen at places is greyish-white micaceous schist with 
thin veins of quarts. Nuggets weighing as much as two to three 
tol@e are reported as having been recently found in the ares 


MAYURBHANS, 29 


under description. It supports some 20 families of goldwashers 
settled in it, besides casual visitors from Dhalbhiim. 

Mioa ocours extensively in Mayiirbhanj proper and in Baman- 
ghati, but the plates obtained are small not exceeding two or three 
square inches. About Jamgoria the plates obtained from the 
surface measured more than eight square inches but were neces. 
sarily in a much weathered condition, Excuvations are in progress 
to teat the quality of the mineral at depth. 

Yellowish fossiliferous limestone occurs in the hed of the 
Burabalang river at Mohulié, two miles south of Baripadé. The 
clays which underlie tho laterite about Baripada are genorally 
very well suited for pottery. 

Potstonesa, from which utensils are manufactured, occur at 
various places. Grindstones are made at Kuliana out of tho quart- 
sites of the transition series Agate, flint, jasper, ete, occur in 
some profusion at places in the Bamanghati subdivision. 

The average annual rainfall for the ten years 1897-98 to 
1906-07 was 66°60 inohes. The headquarters of the State are 
at Baripada. 

According to tradition the Mayiirbhanj Stato wos founded 
some 1,300 years ago by one Jai Singh, who was a relative of the 
Raja of Jaipur in Rajputana. Jai Singh camo on a visil to the 
shrine of Jagannath at Puri and married a daughter of the 
then Gajapati Raja of Orissa and received Hariharpur as a 
dowry. Of his two sons, the eldest, Adi Singh, held the gaat 
of the Mayiirbhanj State. Tho annals of the Mayiirbhanj Raj 
family, however, say that Jai Singh came to Purt with his two 
sons, Adi Singh and Jati Singh, the elder of whom was married 
to a daughter of the Puri Raja. 

When returning home Jai Singh conquered Raja Mayiira- 
dhwaja then holding the gad: of Bamangh&ti. In the vernacular 
almanac written annually in the Mayiirbhanj State, this 
Bamanghati is regarded ever sinco that period as the original 
place of residence of the Raj family, and the State is called after 
Mayiiradhwaja. In every State sexl the design of a peaoook 
was introduced as a family distinction. According to family tra- 
dition the limits of the State of Mayiirbhanj from tho year 1538 
A.D. up to the year 1831 extended to Bhanjbhiim and Khelor 
parganas in the north ; to the Balasore district in the east ; to the 
Nigiri State in the south-east ; to the Baitarani river in the south ; 
and to Porahat and Dhalbhiim Raj in the west. The area of the 
State has greatly decreased from whet it originally was. Pargana 
Bhanjbhiim, which is in the neighbourhood of Midnepore town, 
was given to the Midnapore Hajas by Mahdraja Santai Bhanj 
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about the year 1556. Porgena Khelor was alec given to them 
by Maharaja Jagannath Bhanj about the year 1643, and both are 
still in their possession. Pargana Nayabasan, which is also in 
the Midnapore district, became a revenue-paying mafdi of this 
Raj from before the time of the Permanent Settlement of 
Bengal. Nilgiri State was a subordinate zamindari of the 
Mayiirbhanj State up to the year 1728, since which year it has 
been separated and made independent of Mayiirbhanj. Four 
large pire of Bamanghati, named Thai, Bhorbhoria, Aul& and 
Lalghar, wore, it is said, made over to the British Government 
by Jadundth Bhanj, great-grandfather of the present Chief, 
during the Kol rebellion between the years 1830 and 1834. 
They are now part of the Kolhén in the Singhbhiim district. 
Pire Khauchang and Haldipokhur, now in the Singhbhim 
district, formerly formed parts of Bamanghati. The former was 
given to Abhirém Singh of Saraikeli. The latter, now a 
portion of the Dhalbhiim Kaj, was given to the Dhal Raja. 

No farmdn or eanad from the Emperor of Delhi or from the 
Mardthas is available. It is alleged that in the time of Maharaja 
Damodar Bhanj,a near relation of his was deputed to Delhi 
and thereis said to have obtained a copper sanad from the 
Emperor. This farmdn is not now, howover, forthcoming. 

The tribute of this State was fixed in 1812 at Rs. 1,001 
on the then Chief of the State agreeing to forego his claim to 
levy a tax on pilgrims who had to pass through the State on their 
journey to and irom Jagannath, No treaty was concluded with 
this State in 1803 and 1804 as was done with the other States of 
Orissa and it was, therefore, not included in the list of States 
mentioned in section 36 of Regulation XII of 1805. When the 
British conquest of Orissa took place in 1803, Mayirbhanj 
presented the then unique spectacle of a Rani ocoupying the 
gadi in the person of Rani Sumitra Dei Bhanj. 

On her death in 1811, the succession devolved on Tribikram 
Bhanj, an adopted son taken from the Keonjhar family. He 
executed two ckrdrndmds or agreemente—one in 1912 and the 
other in 1815, On his demise, he was succeeded by his son 
Jadunith Bhanj with whom a treaty engagement was entered 
into in 1829, 

In 1866 the subdivision of Bamangh&ti was taken under the 
direct control of Government on account of the then Chief’s mis- 
management, but it was restored in 1878 to the present Chief's 
father, Mebarajé Krishna Chandra Bhanj Deva, who was an able 
and enlightened ruler. Ho waa crested Maharaja in 4877 for 
his efficient administration of the State and for hie pubiio 
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liberality, the most prominent instance of which was his donation 
of Rs. 27,000 towards raising the Cuttack High School to the 
status of a College. 

After his death in 1882, the State came under Government 
management owing to the minority of his son, the present 
Chief, Sririm Chandra Bhanj Deva, who was placed in charge of 
the State in 1890. He received s liberal education, and is the 
most enlightened of the Garhjat Chiefs. The administration of 
his State is carried on on British lines under his personal 
supervision. He wasa guest of the Government at the Imperial 
Darbar held at Delhi on the Jet January 1903. The title of 
Maharaji was, on the same occasion, conferred on him as a 
personal distinction. A gold Delhi Darbar medal was awarded 
to the Maharaja and a silver medal to ono of his sardare. 

The population of the Mayiirbhanj State is, acoording to the Tax 
census of 1901, 610,885, of whom 303,266 are males and P#°F=® 
807,117 females. The density of population is 144 per square 
mile. Baripada, the headquarters station, is the only town in 
the State containing a population of 5,613 persons. Tho rest of 
the population, viz., 604,770, are distributed over 3,593 villages, 
which may be classified as follows:—2 villages with from two 
thousand to five thousand inhabitants, 13 with from one thousand 
to two thousand inhabitants, 114 with from five hundred to one 
thousand inhabitants, 3,464 with less than five hundred inhabit- 
ants, Tho average number of villages por square mile is 0°84; 
persons per Village, 169°83. The number of houses according to 
the census statistics of 1901 is 121,958 andthe average number 
of persons per house is 5°00 and the average number of houses 
per square mile 47. The population of the State is rising rapidly 
as will be seen from the following table :— 
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The opening out of the State by roads and the security to 
life and property which the administration affords has led to rapid 
immigration from the congested districts in tho neighbourhood. 
Large tracts of culturable waste and jungle lands which awaited 

itetion acted as an inducement for immigration, and along 
with the rise ia the population the cultivated area has alao propor- 
fiepately increased, 
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The population is mainly Hinda consisting of 606,228 persons 
including Animiste (93,485), the number of Musalmins being 
8,785, Christians 268, and others 7 only. Of the Hindu popula- 
tion, the aboriginal and semi-Hinduised tribes preponderate enor- 
mously over the purely Hindu population. The number of the 
principal aboriginal tribes who form 56°52 per cent. of the total 

opulation is as follows:—(1) Santal 185,149, (2) Ho or Kol 
67,768, (3) Bhumij 56,157, (4) Kurmi 35,96& The number of the 
principal semi-Hinduised tribes who form 16-4 per cent. of the 
total population is:—(1) Bhuiya 31,753, (2) Bathudi 28,128, (8) 
Pan 24,762, (4) Gond 6,280, (5) Khond 5,883, (6) Savar 1,878, 
(7) Kewat 1,485. The number of the principal Hindu castes 
who form 13-89 yer cent. of the total population is :—(1) Brahman 
8,308, (2) Khandait 15,365, (3) Chass 1,007, (4) Gaure 29,861, (5) 
Kamar 10,880, (6) Kumhar 8,667, (7) Tanti 4,563 and (4) Teli 
6,121. A population in which the aboriginal element preponder- 
aten is neoeasarily backward in education which is confined more 
or less to the pure Hindu element. The number of persons 
who can read and write is 13,115 or 2°14 per cent. of the total 
population, of whom 340 or 0°05 per cent. can* read and write 
English. 

At present there are two centres for Mission work in Mayiir- 
bhanj, one at Baripad’, the headquarters of the Mayiirbhanj 
State, and another at Nangalkata, 8 miles from Baripada on the 
Baripadé-Balasore road. The former belongs to the Baptist 
missionaries, and was started in 1894. ‘The Mission which is 
called “Tho Mayiirbhanj State Mission Council’? has obtained 
from the Chief a lease of 4°68 acres of lond. ‘Lhe Mission 
at Nangalkaté belongs to the Roman Catholics 

The great majority of the people are agriculturists and the 
prosperity and contentment of such a population depends mainly 
upon the rainfall and crops, The failure of crops in a single 
year means widespread distress. Since the great famine of 1866 
the State has however been free from the visitations of famine or 
even of severe scarcity. With the opening up of the State by 
roads and the Mayiirbhanj State Light Railway, the prosperity of 
the people has steadily increased, Each year fresh jungles are 
reclaimed and the areas already reclaimed are improved and the 
holdings of the tenants are increasing in quantity and improving 
in productive quality year by year. This is specially noticeshle 
in thoas tracts where jungles preponderate over the caltivated 
ares, and testifies to the prosperity of the tenants. The fixity of 
tenures and the rights of occupancy conferred upon the tenant 
have materially contributed to his well being. The system of 
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granting land improvement loans each year has also helped in 
the development of the State; the standard of comfort of the 
tenant has clanged for the better and his purchasing capacity 
has increased. In the markets, articles of European manufacture 
find ready customers : umbrellas, towela, brass utensils and bell- 
metal ornaments are much in evidence amongst the aborigines. 
Trade and commerce, specially in timber and in minor forest 
produce, has increased enormously in recent years, and this 
has given employment to a large number of the labouring 
classes, 

The olimate of the State is fairly healthy. The hill and the Peatto 
jungle tracts are however malarious. Fever is the most prevalent “"4*7™ 
disease in the State and accounts for the largest number of deaths 
Vital statistics are not kept except in the following localities :— 


Death rate per thousand, 


1906-07. 
Baripadi town... vee 8446 
Olmara thina ayes vee O78 
Baisings ,, en 29°72 
Morda i Pr .. 16°00 


Cholera epidemics break out in different parts of tho State 
almost every year during the summer. Small-pox also ocours in 
epidemic form at intervals. Vigorous vaccination operations during 
the last 12 years have, however, minimized the ravages of this 
scourge. 

The number of dispensaries in the State is six, distributed as 
follows :—(1) Baripadd town, (2) Bahalda, (3) Karanjia, (4) 
Kuamaraé, (5) Bangriposi, and (6) Morda. These dispensaries 
are in charge of qualified Hospital Assistants. The Medical 
Department of the State is under the charge of a qualified Medi- 
cal Officer of the Assistant Surgeon class. The number of indoor 
patients treated in the State dispensaries in 1907-08 was 272, 
and of outdoor patients 35,695, The daily average attendance 
of indoor patients was 14°07, and of outdoor patients 233°49. 

The number of persons vaccinated in that year was 24,109, and 
that of persons revaccinated, 251. 

The principal crops and their varieties grown in the State aro— 4 gs,oyy,. 
(1) cereals, (2) pulses, (3) oil-seeds, (4) root crops, (5) fibre cropa, 7Vex. 
(6) sugarcane, (7) cotton, (8) tobacoo, and (#) vegetables. Crops 

The cereals grown are rice and milleta. Cereals. 

The rice grown here is divided into two classes : dman (winter) Bice, 
and dus (early!. The varieties of dnian paddy are :— (1) Champdiual, 

(2) Beidyanath, (8) Néradi, (4) Ganjéyata, (5) Barasali, 
a2 
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(6) Rakatbol, (7) Madna, (8) Kalasaru, (9) Haldiguri, (10) Gaydbaki, 
(11) Dasrageti, (12) Dumerkadi, (18) Jaldubi, (14) Borhamaka, 
(15) Bansgaja, (16) Hatipanjar, (17) Raghundthbhog, (18) Gopai- 
bhog, (19) Panakhid, (20) Mohanbhog, (21) Iewarjatd, (22) Pimpri- 
bs, (23) Rangani, (24) Kantarangani, (25) Kashiphula, (26) Sahar- 
champ, (27) Sundarphend, (28) Mirjui, (29) Maindsati, (30) Sarangi- 
phula, (31) Hantakapur, (82) Chingrikayd, (33) Harnakaya, (34) 
Bhaluchari, (386) Chardindki, (86) Nartydsol, (37) Dhuria, (38) 
Tikdmuridsa, (39) Halia Simulkasi, (40) Agntso/, (41) Hemtarangi, 
(42) Lal Simulkas‘, (48) Berhakabri, (44) Salgoja, (45) Thubirangi, 
(46) Karakachu, (47) Kadalmund, (48) Malati, (49) Kakurimanji, 
(50) Jarada, (61) Kheyurchanga and (52) Kaldjira. 

The outturn of aman rice varies from 8 to 2!) maunds per mdn 
nocording to the class of land, one mdn of land being about 4 
of a standard acre or 0-698 acres. 

The varieties of dus rice are :—({) Geti, (2) Badlukchumri, 
(3) Simulkasi, (4) Kavni, (5) Ardkula, (6) Tusku, (7) Talchira, (8) 
Olsukai, (9) Ohandchitd, (10) Basganmann, (11) Hatepanyar, (12) 
Dudhaiati, (13) Kartikgeti, and (14) Goradhan. The outturn is 
from 5 maunds to 8 maunds per man. 

Both the aman and dus rice are sown in Jyaistha (May-June), 
but the former is reaped in Paush (Decomber-January), while the 
latter is reaped in Bhadraba (August-September). ‘The dan rice 
is also transplanted in Sraban (July-August). The outtum of 
transplanted paddy is highor than that of sown paddy. 

The varieties of millets are:—(1) Gundlu, (2) Kangu, (8) 
Kodo, (4) Bajra, (5) Jowar black and (6) Maka (maize). 

The average outturn of the millets is about 4 maunds por man, 
They sre generally sown in Asadh (June-July), and reaped in 
Bhadraba (July-August). 

The principal kinds of pulse grown in this State are :—(1) 
Birhi and maskalai, (2) Baliga miiga and krishna maga, (3) Arhar, 
(4) Hutthi, (5) Hhosari, (6) Chand (gram), (7) Rambha, eto. They 
are generally sown in Ashwin (September-October), and reaped in 
Agrahiyan (November-December). The outturn of these pulses 
is 4 maunds por man. 

The principal oil-seeds grown in this State are :—(1) Swr- 
guja, (2) Til~2Aadoi and mdghi, (3) Linseed or ¢isi, (4) Mustard- 
Turi} and Rai, (5) Castor. 

The outturn of Surguya is about 2 maunds per mda: and 
that of #1 is 2 to 2) maunds per man: the average outturn of 
tisi (linseed) is 4 maunds per man: it grows in dman (winter rice) 
lands and is sometimes sown when the decn paddy is still stand- 
ing on the land ; the outtury of mustard is 14 to 2 maunds per 
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man. The winter variety of castor yields a larger proportion 
of seed and oil than bAddot castor. The yield of castor varics 
from 4 to 5 maunds per man. 

The principal root crops that are generally raised in this State Root 
are :—(1) Potato, (2) Diosocoria Sativa, (3) Cassava, eto. aoa 

(1) Potatoes are grown in small quantities by a fow well-to- 
do people in the town of Baripadé and in the subdivisional 
headquarters. Some of the poorer cultivators of the interior 
have also commenced growing this crop on a small scale. The 
outturn of the Patna variety is from 30 to 40 maunds per 
man, while that of the Nainital varicty is from 30 to 50 maunds 
per mdn. 

(2) Dioscoria Sativa or khamalu is grown hore as a garden 
crop. Besides this there are some crude roots which grow wild in 
the jungle such as pandlu, tungdlu, chundlu, sakarkandalu, eto., 
and the majority of the wild tribes of this State live upon 
them in time of acarcity but they nover cultivate these 
roots. 

(3) Cassava—Some of the tenants of the Stato grow swoet 
cassava which can be eaten raw; being a drought-resieting plant 
it can be planted at any season, which isa great advantage in 
famine prevontion. The total outturn from the roots of cassava 
is nearly 200 maunds per wdn. ; 

The principal fibre crops grown are:—(1) Jute both Sirdj- Fibre 
ganji and deshi and (2) Kanra, Rane 

(1) Jute cultivation is generally increasing among the tenants 
of the State, Most of the cultivators grow it on their homestead 
lands for their own use, 1.¢.,for making ropos, eto., but somo 
of the tenanta cultivate it in dahi land for profit, but the out. 
turn is poor. The yield of juto is 3 to 4 maunds por man. 

(2) Kanra.—Bombay or Doooan locally known as hemp. It 
is superior to jute in every respect. locky and laterite soils 
which are not suitable for jute cultivation are well adapted for 
its cultivation. The average outturn of this fibre is 6 to 7 
maunds per mda. 

The varieties of sugar-cane grown are—(1) Dhzb/a (white), Sugarcens, 
(2) Khari and (8) Sémeara, 

The outturn of gur (molasses) is nearly 20 maunds in addition 
to 24 maunds of clean molasses per man. 

Two varieties of cotton ure generally cultivated, tharia hapa Cotton. 
(annual) and durhi kapd. The average outturn of cleaned cotton 
varies from 10 to 15 seers per mdn. The Sambalpur varicty 
growing in the State Exporimental Farm scems to be well adapted 
to this State, 
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Tobaceo of inferior quality is cultivated by the poorer classes 
of the B&manghati subdivision on homestead land for their own 
consumption. Five maunds of dry tobacco leaf on the average is 
said to be obtained by the cultivators from one mda of land 
(homestead) but a well grown orop is expected to yield 10 to 12 
maunds per man. 

The following vegetables are gonerally grown in this State:— 
(1) Brinjal, (2) Chillies, (3) Pumpkin, (4) Kachu or sdru, (5) 
Earth potato, (6) Karala, (7) Kundru, (8) Kdahuri (cucumber), 
(9) Phuti, (10) Tarbhw, (water melon), (11) Bhend’ (okra), (12) 
Sim (bean), (13) Bardati and (14) Ia/a (radishos), 

Foreign vegetables such as cabbages, cauliflowers, etc., are 
grown on a very small scale by a few well-to-do inhabitants. 

The principal implements of agriculture in use are—{1) The 
plough—the local cost of the plough is Re. 1 each. (2) A beam 
used for breaking clods and levelling lands —the average cost of 
a beam is Re. 0-6-0 (3) Horol.— It is generally used for levelling 
the field. The average cost of this implement is not more than 
Re. 1-14. (4) The sagur or solid wheeled cart—it is used for 
carrying manure to the field, and for carrying unthreshed paddy 
to the farmyard. The average cost of if is nearly Rs. 3. (5) 
Béngi——It is a carrying rod made of an elastic piece of wood or 
bamboo and is used for carrying seeds, otc. The cost of a banyi 
is nearly As. 3. (6) Buria or axe.—It is used for cutting wood, 
eto,, and costa 2 to 4 annas. (7) Bindhuni or nihan.—An iron rod 
used for boring holes in wood, costing 2 annas each. (8) Barshi.— 
It is a kind of axe larger and heavier than burid used for making 
carts (sagars), eto., and costs 6 to 12 annas. (9) Sdba/—It isa 
heavy iron rod used for making holes in the soil. It costs 
Re. 1 each. (10) Gainti or pick-axe.—It is used for digging 
trenches and removing small stones; the cost is 10 to 12 annas, 
(11) Da (siokle)—used for reaping paddy, eto., and ocosta 2 
annas. (12) The spade or Aoddli costs 12 annas to Re. 1-4 
each, (18) Qudchikaid.—It is a smal) spade used for removing 
paddy plants after the weeding has been finished from congested 
parts of the field to parts less thickly planted. It costs 1 to 
2annes. (14) Basket.—It is used for carrying manures, eto., and 
it coats L anna. The total cost of agricultural implements for one 
“plough” of land or 6 acres is about Rs. 12 approximately. 
Bullooks as well as buffaloes are employed in agriculture. The 
number of bullocks used for agriculture exceeds that of buffaloes 
by 98 per cent. A pair of buffaloes perform 50 per cent. more 
work than 2 pair of bollocks. The price of bullocks varies from 
Ra, 20 to Re. 60 per pair, while « pair of buffaloes will cost Ra. 30 
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to Ra. 60. The cattle of the State have considerably degenerated 
on account of insufficient fodder supply. The fodder is sufficient 
on the grasing ground during the rainy season, but as soon as the 
rains are over the green fodder disappears and the cattle are fed 
on straw in insufficient quantities and are reduced to skeletons. 
They are not fed hore on oil-cakes or grains. The supply of oil- 
oake is very limited. The estimated cost of cultivation per mda 
is Re. 9-4-0, 

As the outturn of paddy is 8 to 20 maunds per dn, the culti- 
vator gets Rs. 24 to Rs, 60 per mdn calculating the price of paddy 
st Rs, 3 per maund. 

The manures used are cow-dung, ashes and silt of old tanks, Manure 
The banks of tanks situated near the rice fields are out through BO ealinis 
and the water is allowed to pass through the rice fields. There 
are two kinds of embankments—(1) embankments constructed 
across a sloping depression, between two ridges of upland. All 
the water that falls on the elevation during the rainy season flows 
down to the bottom of the dopression, and is arrested by the 
embankments; (2) embankments raised across the stream divert- 
ing their water into artificial channels leading to the rice fields. 
Rotation of crop is seldom practised by the people. It is Rctation 
confined to uplands (gord). On Jderhd Innds some well-to-do % °°? 
and industrious cultivators sow khesdri in September before 
the paddy crop has been reaped. On ja/ lands which are very 
fertile, mustard or maga is sometimes sown after harvesting 
the rice crop. Double crops are, however, raised by very few 
tenants of the State. The fertile uplands (gord) are alternately 
cultivated with gord paddy in one year and mustard, surgusd and 
tid in the next. Maize or maka is sown with cotton, arhar with 
gora paddy and gangs with makd. On very fertile gord lands 
containing a large proportion of clay, gram is sown with mustard, 
but gram cultivation is extremely limited 

The State has not suffered much from natural calamities. yarvaas 
There was a heavy flood in September 1900 and some damage gaa 
was caused, but it was nothing compared to the loss of life and ~ 
crops which occurred in the neighbouring district of Balasore. 

The great cyclone of May 1887 which passed over Orissa caused 
some damage, but its effect was very much less destructive in the 
State than in the British districts of Orissa. The only natural 
calamity which affects intimately the welfare of the people is 
deficient rainfall or its uneven distribution. Since the great 
Orissa famine of 1866 this State has been spared from another 
wach visitation although scarcity, more or less severe, has occurred, 
Experience ahows that favourable rainfall from the’ middle 
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of June to the end of September, a fall of about 2 inches in 
Ovctober and half an inch early in November will suffice to mature 
the winter paddy, the staple crop of the State. If there is un- 
usual fluctuations in the rainfall the winter paddy crop suffers. 
The main population of the State being aboriginals, who even in 
normal years supplement their food supply by fraits and roots 
taken from the jungles and whose standard of living is very low, 
a year of scarcity is tided over with comparative ease provided 
there is no failure of the edible jungle fruits and roots and the 
State comes forward to their help in proper time by opening relief 
works in the affected areas and in granting taccavi loans. 

The man is the standard land measure ; it is equivalent to 0°698 
acre. The following table classifies the different average rates of 
rents per mdn prevalent in the &tate according to the latest 
settlements :— 
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The average rates of assessment per mdn for Ist, 2nd 
and 3rd class rice lands of the State taken as a whole are 
Re. 1-2-8}, Re. 0-14-34 and Re. 0-11-4, respectively, and for 
uplands Re. 0-3-1. 

The rise in the price of food-grains, especially rice, 
which has been observable during the last five years, has been 
a benefit to the cultivator. The rise in the price has enabled the 
cultivator to carn almost double the money which he used to get 
by the sale of the surplus stock of his grains in previous years. 
With this saving the cultivator has been able to buy cattle and 
indulge in luxuries. Many oultivators who used to be in a state 
of chronic indebtedness were enabled to pay off their debts. 
To the labouring classes the rise in the price of food-grains has 
not been an unmixed blessing, but the number of labourers who 
own no land at all is very small in the State, and even these 
labourers are paid in the mofussil not in oash but in kind. The 
lsbourers in the town of Baripad& and those who are employed 
in sleeper operations or under traders and maka jane are peid in 
ch and not in kind, but in their onge the rise in the price of 
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food-grains has led to a rise in the rate of wage. The following 
table compares,the prices of food-grains and the wages of labour 
during the last 10 years, 


Price of food-graine during last 10 y.ars from 1897-98 to 1906-07, 
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The majority of the population of the State are agrioulturists, Occvra- 
Even the labouring classes who carn their living by engaging wastvac. 
in labour own a few mans of land for cultivation, and ir 
can be said that over 97 per cent. of the population are Taapa, 
agrioulturiste or engaged exclusively in agricultural Iabonr, 

The non-agriculturiste are confined to Baripada, the headquarters 
of the State, and to the subdivisional headquarters. Their 
number in the interior is infinitesimal. The only sank eas 
which are worth mentioning are the manufacture of coarse cloth 
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mostly by Pans and of tusser fabrics by Tantis in Olmaré 
pargana and in the Bamanghati subdivision. The aboriginal 
population show preference for coarse cloths locally manu- 
factured as they are more durable and can stand rough usage 
better than the finer mill-woven counts. The manufacture of 
tusser fabrics formed an important industry formerly, but it is 
declining at the present moment owing to keen competition. 
The Tantis who were formerly solely engaged in it are turning to 
agriculture. Owing to the opening up of the State by roads 
and by the Mayiirbhanj State Light Railway the manufacture of 
sleepers in the fine forests of the Simlapal hills has reosived an 
impetus and very large quantities of sleepers are being exported 
within the last fow years. Cultivation of tusser cocoons and 
of lac ia an important occupation of the aboriginal popula- 
tions. These two industries which were in a decaying stage 
show signs of reviving. The important articles of export are 
paddy, rice, oil-seeds, forest produce, such as timber, tusser 
cocoons, lac, myrobalans, nux vomica, etc. The principal articles 
of import are salt, kerosene oil, cotton yarns and other fabrics, eto. 

Muaxsoy The headquarters of the State is connected by a narrow 

Sarowe, gauge’ railway with the Bengal-Nagpur Railway at Ripsd. 
Tho line is 33 miles long and was constructed by the State, 
The total capital expenditure incurred up to the end of December 
1907 was Its. 7,17,144-1-10, and the line was opened to traffic in 
January 1905. 

During the short time that it has been in existence the develop. 
ment of trade has been extensive especially in paddy, fire-wood 
and sleepers. Many traders from outside have established 
businesses in the State and others have gone in for reclamation 
of jungle lands for agricultural purposes along the railway line. 

The totel mileage of metalled roads was 149°50 miles and 
that of unmetalled roads 350 miles up to March 1908. The 


principal metalled roads are— 
Miles, 
1. Baripsda-Balasore road .. 33 
2, Baripadé-Bahalda road . 60 
3. Bisdi-Karanjié road we 48 
4, Baripada-Nayaébasan road wo 24 


The other unmetalled roads are privoipally feeders to the 
railway or the main roads. There are no navigable rivers in the 
State and except for timbers floated down the Buribalang river 
during the rainy season the river-borne traffic is nil. There is an 
Imperial aub-post office at Baripadé, the headquarters of the 
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State, and branch post offices at Bahalds, Karanjia and Bisdi, and 
there are letter-boxes in important villages. 

The special features of the land revenue system of the State Lanp 
are the village podhans or headmen and the pargana eardare, BEYENOS 
The land revenue of a village is collected by its padidn who ie sparton 
responsible for its payment in proper time to the sarddr, who is pena 
again responsible to the State for the payment of the revenue of reveuuo 
his pargana. These functionaries receive 10 per cent. of the **™ 
village and pargana land revenue respectively as commission 
and pay the remainder of the revenue to the State. Thus 
20 per cont. of the revenue is paid as collection charges and 
the balance 80 per cent. comes to the State. In the sub- 
division of Bamanghati the padhdns used to pay the revenue 
direct into the treasury without the intervention of the sardars 
and were liable to make good any balance which remained in 
arrears. This system was introduced by Dr. Haye, the 
Deputy Commissioner of Singhbbiim, who held charge of the 
subdivision for a number of years up to 1878, as it was found 
that the sarddrs in Bamanghati, who are mostly Santals, either 
failed to pay tho revenue in proper time or misappropriated it 
if collected. In the last sottlement, however, which was complet- 
ed in 1906, some of the intelligent sardirs have been invested 
with the power to make the collection in their perganae and 
others have been replaced by Tuhsiddare whe are paid by a 
monthly salary, With the exception of two or three sardars 
of Bamanghati, the others have been doprived of police powers 
which thoy formerly exercieud. In the Sadar and the Panchpir 
subdivisions the collection is made in four Mists, viz., the April- 
kist, 4 annas, the July-4rs¢, 2 annas, the Ooctober-kis/, 4 annas and 
the January-Ais/, 6 annas. 

The land revenue of the State is liable to re-settloment and 
settlement operations are a permanent feature of the land revenue 
administration as purgana after paryana is taken up in regular 
rotation for settlement and not the whole of the State at onoe. 

The parganas which have been denuded of jungle, and where 
there is little room for extension of cultivation have been ondaa« 
trally surveyed and the term of settlement is fixed at 20 years ; 
parganas where the cultivated area is small and there is room 
for reclamation of jungle lands are surveyed according to the 
native method and the term of settlement is fixed at 10 to 15 

In the Mayirbhanj Tenancy Regulation provision is 
rosie for the record-of-rights and settlement of rents. 

Excepting the sarbarahkir of Kaptipada whose estate Lena 
extands over sn area of 200 square miles, there are no large tenures, 
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land owners in the State. The /skhirdj tenures are divided 
into the following classes:—(1) debottar, (2) brahmottar, 
(8) datta mahatran, and datta panpik, (4) babudn jagira ond 
(5) paikan and other sagire or service tenures. The debottar 
lands are rent-free lands given to the Hindu deities whose 
number in the State is very large and include large maths 
presided over by ascetic Mahants. The ébrahmottar are grants 
made to Brahmans, and include sdsans or brahmottar villages 
divided into a number of holdings and allotted to Brahmans. 
These holdings are never eschoated to the State: in the event of 
the lakhirdjdar dying intestate, his holding is made over to 
another Brahman. The number of sdsan and bdttkatia or 
individual brahmottar grants is very extensive in the State, 
The datia mahatran or datta panpik grants are made to persons 
other than Brahmans. Béabudn jagirs are lakhirdy grants made 
to the relations and others belonging to the Chief’s caste. 
Pathan jagire ere the nervioe tenures granted to paiks or the 
ancient yeomanry of Orissa who formed ao part of the military 
force of the Chief. The number of dakhirdj tenures in the State 
especially in the Sadar subdivision is very large. Most of these 
tenures are only partially rent-free, as 5 annas in the rupee is 
paid as durbest and oolloction cess. The rent paying lands 
are known as mdé/ or Adsidt lands. According to the provi- 
sion of the Mayiirbhanj Tenancy Regulation twelve years’ 
possession gives the occupier a right of occupancy over his 
holding and he cannot be dispossessed of it, except in the due 
course of the law. 

The ourrent land revenue demand in 1907-08 amounted to 
Re. 6,04,554. 

The relations of the State with the British Government are 
governed by the sanad of 1894, which was revised in 1908: 
the State pays a yearly tribute of Res. 1,067-11-9, and is under 
the rales liable to pay nasirdna on succession. 

For administrative purposes the Mayiirbhanj State is divided 
into three eubdivisions, vis.—(1) the Sadar subdivision, (2) the 
Bamanghati subdivision and (8) the Panchpir subdivision. A 
Council has been catablished since the year 1892 with the Chief 
of the State as President and the Diwdn, the State Judge, the 
Superintendent of Police, the State Engineer and two non-official 
gentlemen as members. All legislative measures are passed by 
the Oouncil, and the Budget is discussed in Council. The Chief 
with the Diwan or any other member of Council whom the Chief 
may nominate form the Judicial Committee which hears 
agrinst the orders of all State courts according to the provisions of 
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the law of the State. The Diwdn is the head of the Revenue 
Department including the settlement, agriculture, the zamind&ri 
and the Registration Departments. Under him is the Collector 
end a staff of Deputy Collectors and the Subdivisional Officers 
in their capacity as Deputy Collectors. The State Judge is 
the head of the judicial side of the administration, and has 
under him all the Magistrates, Munsiffs and Sub-Judge and the 
Subdivisional Officers in their capacity as Deputy Magistrates. 
In the subdivisions of Bamanghati and Panchpir, the Subdivi- 
sional Officers exercise both judicial and exeoutive functions. 
The Superintendent of Police and the State Engincer are in 
oharge of their respective departments, and deal direct with the 
Chief. The Chief Medical Officer, the Superintendent of Educa- 
tion and all other departments deal direct with tho Chief, and 
are immediately subordinate to him. 

The receipts and expenditure, excluding debts and deposits, for rinances, 
the year 1907-08 amounted to Rs. 12,14,895 and Rs, 12,09,592, 

ively. The State has a roserve fund to meet emergencies of 
Ra. 11,67,700 invested in Government svcuritics. 

The forests of Mayirbhanj State are distributed over the Forest, 
central group of hill ranges and the plains sloping to the oast and 
west of those hills. 

In this State the Forest Act is in forco and tho foresta of the 
Stato are classified as reserved and protected. The aroa of the 
resorvod forests is 1,054 square miles and that of the protected 
forests 741 square miles. ‘T's the former class belong the compact 
forests on the hills, and on a part of the plains, whoreas the 
latter olass is soattered ull over the east of the plains ares of the 
State and honoy-combed with villages, A liltle over one-third 
of the area of reserved forests contains mature sd/ in fair proportion 
and the remaining area contains poles in differont stages of 
growth, intermixed with stray trees of full size here and there. 
The protected forests are composed mainly of sa/ poles. 

In former days the forests were not under systematic manage- 
ment. Timber contractors confined their follings to the plain 
foresta in the vicinity of Baripada and exhausted them leaving 
only poles. In 184 action towards the systematic manage- 
ment of the extensive forests was taken. In the samo year the 
servioes of Mr, O. L. Hatta of the Imperial Forest Service were 
lent tothe Btate by Government. He drew up an exhaustive 
report of the forests of the State and prepared a preliminary 
working plan for a small portion of it, viz. for about 88 square 
miles, Thereafter a well organised Forest Department has been 
gradually formed to manage and control all forest matters on the 
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model of forest administration prevailing in British districts, The 
cost of maintaining the Department which has been placed under 
a trained Forest Officer with an adequate staff, some of which are 
reoruited from the Imperial Forest College, Dehra-Dun, is at 
present nearly Rs, 54,000 a year. 

The present revenue from the sale of timber is Rs, 1,00,000 
to Ra. 1,20,000. 

The ryots of the State pay a fuel cess and in return they are 
allowed to remove dry fire wood from unreserved trees. In 
Bamanghati subdivision the ryots pay, besides the fuel cess, 
a epecial cess for which each cess payer is permitted to remove 
2 nagar loads of bamboo and 10 dry «d/ posts of 2 feet in girth 
annually, Concession has also been granted to each ryot to get 
free of charge trees of the unreserved species for house building 
and agriculture implements. ‘They are also allowed the privilege 
of grazing their cattle free all over tho protected forests, but in 
the reserved forests free pasturuge is permitied only to adjacent 
villages within a redius of 2 miles. All ryots are also permitted 
to remove for their own consumption edible fruits, roots, bulbs 
tubers, eto. 

Besides s4/ the following principal timber trees grow in these 
forests :—pidsa] (Plerocarpus marsupium), atssit (D dberyia Sissoo), 
karam (Adina cordifolia, bandhan (Oujeinca  Dalbergroides), 
gamhari (Gmelina arborca), dendu (Dios; yros mclanorylon), mahud 
(Bassa latifolia), dsan (Zermima?a tomentosa), Among other 
common trees found in the forests of tho State are mango 
(Manyifera indica), jdm (Eugenia Jambolana), char (Buchanania 
latifolia), kasdphal (Terminalia chebula), kuchilaé (Strychnos 
Nus-oomica), badharé (Tarminalia  bel-rica), semnl (Bombaz 
malabaricum), kusuimn (Schietchera trijuga\, banyan (Ficus tndica), 
pipal (Fiews veligiosa), dhao ( Ausg-issus latifolia), arjun (Terminalia 
arjuna), aonlé (Phyllanthus emblica), ehampd (Michwlia champacs), 
koine (Stephegyne parvifolia), mankarkendu (Diospyros embryoperis), 
sirie (Albizzia lebuech) and rohini (Somida fabrifuga). Among 
minor forest products are lac and tusser cocoon which are 
reared by the people of the State. Tusser cocoons are reared 
on dan trees and lac on kusum trees. The ryots are permitted 
to rear lao on treea free of charge, and a duty of Rs. 2-8 per 
maund ia levied from dealers. The revenue from these two 
sources to the State ranges between Rs. 25,000 to Ra. 30,000. 

Prior to the systematic organisation of the Forest Department, 
é¢., during the years 1884-1894, the annual revenue from foresta 
never exeosded Ra. 30,000, but st present itis nearly Rs. 2,50,000 
ae your. 
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In the Mayiirbhanj State there is a regular excise staff and the Excies, 
Excise Department is in immediate charge of a Deputy Collector 
designated as the Excise Officer, ander the control of the Diwan 
of the State. 

The chief sources of cxcise revenue are opium, gdaju, country 
liquor, imported liquor, édng, fdri, Adndid and imadat. There are 
five methods of taxation, viz.:—(1) Retail license fees, (2) duty 
on actual quantity of article passing into consumption, (3) dis- 
tillery fee, (4) license fees for preparation and sale of hdudia 
at godowns and (5) license fees for sale of home brewed Adndia 
at hale, 

The supply of opium is obtained from tho Balasore Treasury Orie™ 
and the patlddars (licensed vendors) get their supply from the 
State Treasury. Ganja and Lhdng are imported from Caloutta or Shwe 
Nowagiion under » pass granted by the State and countersigned daang. 
by the Collector of Balasore. Country liquor is manufactured by Liquor. 
the distillory system in the Sedar subdivision and the outetill 
system of brewing is prevalent in the other two aubdivisions. The 
distillery, opened at Ba&ripadé, is supervised by the Distillery 
Superintendent under the control of the Excise Officer. Imported 
liquor is sold in a shop at Baripads. The home manufacture of 
madat has been made penal to put a check upon the steady Mader, 
inorease of opium smoking and nobody can smoke it except in a 
licensed den. The rosult has been a decrease in the number of 
madat emokers. During the four years 1904-05 to 1907-08 
the average annual excise revenue and expenditure were 
Rs. 45,663 and Ns. 4,551 respectively; both the items are 
increasing year by year, the revenue and the expenditure 
during the year 1907-08 being Its. 63,130 and Ite. 8,541 


respectively. 
The number of civil suits instituted during the year 1907-08 civn 
was 2,112. justice, 


In the year 1907-08, 1,864 cognizable cases were reported to Crime. 
the police, of which 240 were held to be false. Convictions were 
obtained in 530 oases, or 58°05 per cent. of the true cases sent 
up for trial, in which 1,691 persons were tried and 820 or 48-4 
per cent. were convicted. 

Total strength of the police force is 332, consisting of 59 Potice, 
officers and 273 men: there are 25 police siations and ont. 

. Proportion of regular policemen to the square mile 
is 1 to 127 square miles, and to population is 1 to 11,8885 
persons. The annual cost of maintenance of the force is 
Rs, 15-7-6 per square mile and anna 1-8 per head of the total 


population. 


Sails. 
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There are 1,221 chaukidars in the whole State, out of whom 
638 are in Mayiirbbanj proper (527 were appointed under 
Act VI of 1870 and 111 under Regulation XX of 1817), 401 in 
the Bamanghati subdivision and 182 in the Panchpir subdivision 
appointed under Regulation KX of 1817. Compared with the 
area and population there is ons village watchman to 3°47 square 
miles of the area and one to every 499 persons of the population. 
Cost of maintenance of the chausidari force is Res, 6-9-4 per 
square mile of the area and 8 pies per head of the population. 

There is one main jail in the Sadar subdivision and two 
sub-jails in the Bamanghati and the Pancbpir subdivisions. The 
jail staff consists of a Superintendent of jails, two Superintendents 
of the two sub-jails, 1 Jailor, 1 Assistant Jailor and 24 warders. 
The Subdivisional Officors of the two subdivisions are in charge 
of the sub-jaile and are designated Superintendents of sub-jails. 
The Hospital Assistants of the two Subdivisional dispensaries 
exercise the functions of jailor in the sub-jails. The total jail 
population in ell the jails in the State was 779 in the year 
1907.08. The daily average number of prisoners was 128. The 
proportion of average daily jail population {to entire male 
population is 1 to 2,369. The proportion of deaths to jail 
population is 1 to 153-1, and the average cost of maintenance per 
prisonor was Rts. 4-11 per month per head. The jail manu- 
factures are generally rope-making, cloth-weaving and oil- 
pressing, eto. The total receipt was Rs. 1,983-4-3. The total 
charge was Rs, 1,470-15. The average earning per manu- 
facturing prisoner was Bs. 2-8. 

The Public Works Department of the State is in charge of the 
State Engineer, being assisted by a subordinate staff. In 1907-08 
the State epent Rs. 2,04,876 on acoount of public works. 

The Baripadi Municipality was established in 1905 with 
an area of 2 square miles: the number of rate-payers is 570. The 
Officers are 1 Chairman, 1 Vice-Chairman, besides 15 Com- 
missioners, appointed by the Chief, of whom six are State 
officials and nine are non-officials, and the various classes of the 
community are adequately represented. The town is divided 
into six wards. The sources of revenue are latrine tax, registra- 
tion fees of carts, revenue from ferries, pounds and markets 
and a Btate grant. The receipts and expenditure for 1907-08 
were Rs. 10,870-12-2 and Rs. 7,587-3-9, respectively. The 
population in 1901 was 5,617, but has ounsiderably inoressed 
since then 

The water-sapply of the town ia drawn from three rivers, 
wella and two tig bandhe on its northern side and « large tank 
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called the jail tank on the eastern side of the town which has 
been reserved for drinking purposes, 

The conservancy establishment consist of 17 mehtars Conser- 
in the scavenging and road cleaning branch and of 31 ‘°Y 
sweepers in the latrine cleansing section, with one Inspeotor, one 
jamadér and one peon to supervise their works. The street 
sweepings and garbsge are removed by refuse carts to distant 
corners of the town and reduced to ashes. The night-soil is 
deposited in regular trenching grounds at a distance of 34 miles 
from the town, 

The B&ripadi High English school: the total number of Epvoa. 
pupils on the rolls in 1899-00 was 112 and in 1907-08 was 271, Rowkey 
Average daily attendance in 1899-00 was 53, and in 1907-08 it schools. 
was 203. Tno cost of tuition per boy in 1907-08 was Rs, 19, 
of which the whole wae paid by the State. Qut of 271 pupils 
on the rolls, 258 were Hindus, six Muhammadans, six native 
Christians and one aborigines. 

The number of Middle English schools inthe State was 5. 

They registered 409 pupils at the ond of tho year 1907-08, and 
251 in 1899-00. The average daily attendance was 282 in the 
year 1899-00 and 292 in the year 1907-08. The cost of 
educating each such pupil was Rs. 10-4. There is no Middle 
Vernacular school in the State. 

The number of Upper Primary and Lower Primary schools Primary 
for boys in tho State during the year 1107-08 was 362. The total **°™ 
number of pupils attending these schools was 7,299, and the 
average cost of educating a pupil in any of these schools was 
Ra. 3. 

The total number of girls’ schools in the whole State wos 5, Female 
The total number of girls attending was 124 in the year 1907-08, “t"™™#™ 
The number of girls attending boys’ schools was 225. The 
average daily attendance was 81. The cost of tuition of each girl 
was Rs. 8-7 in 1907-08. Slow but steady progress is being made 
in female education. 

A two years’ course is followed, viz., Ist year’s course— 
elementary drawing and carpentry ; 2nd year’s course—advanoed 
instruction in carpentry, blacksmithy and fitter’s works. Besides 
there are 2 Sanskrit o/s and one guru-training and 9 private 
sohools. 

The expenditure from the State funds on asocount of 
education in all branches in 1907-08 was Kis, 35,541-8-4, or 2°9 
per cent. of the gross revenue of the State. It is more by 0-3 
per cent. than what it was in 1599-00. 
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CHAPTER XV. 


neat 


NARSINGHPUR STATE. 


pnrstoat Tur State of Narsinghpur lies between 20° 23’ and 20° 37’ N. 


ASPROCTS, 


Hrerory, 


Tas 
PROPLE, 


and 84° 58’ and 83: 17’ E., with an area of 199 square miles. 
It is bounded on the north by a range of forest-clad hills, 
which separate it from Angul district and Hindol State; on the 
cast by the Baramba State; on the south and south-west by the 
Mahanadi river which divides it from the Khandpara and Daspalla 
States; andon the west by Daspalla and Angul district. The 
State is for the most part open and cultivated country with a few 
amall ranges uud isolated hills, except to the north where a range 
of fine hills separates it from tho Hindol State. This northern 
range contains « large quantity of sd/ (Shorea robusta) trees, 
which here attain to ® considerable dimension The climate, on 
the small plateau about 1,500 fect high on the crest of this range, 
is a welcome ‘hange in the hot season trom the heated plains of 
the country below. The temperature m the hot season is high 
and the tract of country in the neighbourhood of the head- 
quarters is very hot, Tho average rainfall for the six years— 
from 1902-03 to 1907-08—was 51:24 inches. The climate is 
healthy. The tract bordering along the Mahanadi is subject to 
frequent inundations, which leave deposits of sand, doing serious 
damage to the cultivation. The headquarters of the State are at 
Narsinghpur. 

The State is alleged to have been fuunded by one Dharma 
Singh, about the year 1292 A.D. The State is said to have origin- 
ally been in the possession of two Khonds, Narsingha and Para, 
from whom the name uf this tract of country was taken. Tho 
area of the State has been from time to time curtailed of 
many portions by the Chiefs of Hindol, Baramba and Daspalla. 
None of the Chiefs ever obtained any farman from the Mughals 
or Marithis. The title “Mansingh Hari Chandan Mahapatra,” 
was obtained by the fifteenth Chief, Dayanidhi Mansingh Hari 
Chandan Mah&patra, from the Maharaji of Puri, to whom the 
State was subject. The emblem of the State is a scorpion. 

The population increased from 38,849 in 1891 to 39,613 in 
1901, the density being 199 persons to the aquare mile, It 
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contains 198 villages, the most important of which isKanpur. Of 
the total population all but 158 are Hindus. The most numerous 
castes are Chasis (6,000) and Pans (4,000). The population is 
classified as follows :—Hindus—males, 19,481, females, 19,974, 
total of Hindus, 39,455, or 99 6 per cent. of the population of ihe 
State; proportion of males in total Hindus, 49°3 per cent 
Musalmins~—males, 89, females, 66, total of Musalmans 155 or 
0°3 per cent. of the population; proportion of males in total 
Musalmans 57:4 per cent. ; Christians—3. Proportion of males in 
total population, 49°4 per cent. Number of literato persons 
in the State is 3,309 or 8-4 per cont. of the total population. 
Averages—villagos per square mile, 0°99; persons per village, 
200 ; houses per square mile, 42; housos per village, 42°3 ; persons 
per house, 47. According to the census of 1901, out of the 198 
villages in the State there were 179 with less than five hundred, 
17 with from five hundred to a thousand, and 2 with from one 
to two thousand inhabitants. The people are prosperous, more 
advanced and their standard of living is generally higher than in 
the neighbouring States. 

The country is healthy and the people do not suffer to any Posteo 
exceptional degree from fever: epidemics of cholera are, however, 7™4™7"* 
not uncommon Thero is a dispensary, with an indoor ward, at 
the hendquarters in charge of a Civil Hospital Assistant: the 
number of indoor and outdoor patients treated in 1907-08 was 45 
and 5,027 respectively: there isa veterinary department attached 
to the dispensary and in the year,1907-08, 78 animals wore treated. 
Vaccination is in charge of a special Civil Hospital Assistant, 
who aleo looks after village sanitation and gives medical relief. 
in the interior where 412 patients were treated in the year 1907-08 : 
the vaccinators employed are licensed local mon, trained in the 
vaccination class of the Medical School at Cuttack; in 1907-08 
the number of primary vaccinations was 1,352 and of ro-vaccina- 
tions 1,871. Considerable progress has of late been made in 
overcoming the prejudices of tho people against vaccination : 
during the period from 1893 to 1902 the average annual 
number of vaccinations was 464 and re-vaccination was almost 
unknown. 

The soil is fertile and the Villages are many of them prosperous aevintte 
with well cultivated lands: the riparian villages are liable to” 
inundation and deposits of sands and there are no embankments 
to resist the powerful floods of the Mahanadf. The principal crop 
is rice and in ordinary years there is an ample surplus stook for 
export: good crops of castor-vil, arhar, sugarcane and sweet 
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Rewzs, The avegage rate for ordinary first, second and third class rice 
To lands per sore is Rs. 3-2-5, Rs, 2-13-5, and Rs, 2-8-4, reepectively, 
reices. and for uplands Re. 0-9-0 Wages during the ten years from 
1893 to 1902 showed a slight tendency to fall, the average 
daily wage during this period was as follows:—Superior mason, 
7% annas, common mason, 4 annas; superior carpenter, 74 annas, 
common carpenter, 34 annas; cooly, 2 annas ; superior blacksmith, 
52 annas, and common blacksmith 24 annas 
The run of prices during the same period has varied with the 
harvests, but there has been no noticeable tendency to a rise in 
prices: the average price during the period 1893 to 1902 of 
wheat, rice, gram and salt has been 12} seers, 26 seers, 20} seers 
and 104 secrs, respectively. 
se There are no occupations, manufactures or trade in the State 
ste calling for special notice, Lac and cocoons are cultivated as 
bat a usual throughout the State. A considerable trade, however, is 
carried on by exporting bamboos to Cuttack and a small amount 
of timber is also removed. The trade is mostly in grain, cotton, 
oil-seeds and molasses. The principal imported articles are spices, 
salt, cloth, piece-goods and herosene oil. 
Maaxsor Tho State is fortunate in its line of communication: the 
comee* Mahanad: forme its frontage to tho south and affords ready means 
of transport almost throughout the year. There is a good road 
from the hoadquartors to Barimba and a fair road, which passes 
over the stevp northern range of hills, to Angul and Hindol. 
There is a post office at the headquarters. 
Lap The system of land revenue administration is the same as in 
eet, other States of ihe group formerly known as the Tributary 
waation. Mahadle of Orissa. ‘The last setth ment was made in 
1898-09, when the Statewas under the Court of Wards. The 
land revenue demand is Ks 37,983. The sarbardhkars are paid 
by cash commission and have no spocial service lands in the 
villages: steps have been taken to identify the old sarbarahkari 
service lands and assign them again to the village headmen: these 
lands in previous settlements were brought into the general 
assesament of the village. 
Gurenat The sanad of 1894, which was revised in 1908, lays down the 
sréice, relations between the State and’ the British Government, The 
" State pays an annual tribute of Rs. 1,450 to the British Govern- 
ment. The State has been for some time under the direct 
administration of Government owing to the minority of the Chief, 
who has, however, recently been given charge of his State; he 
conducts the administration with the assistance of a trained 
Finance. Liwde. The estimated annual income is about Rs. 66,000, 
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During the period of management precise rules for the Forrats. 
administration of the forests were drawn up and a'regular Forest 
Department organised under a properly qualified Forester: a fuel 
cess at the rate of one anna per acre on cultivated lands has beon 
introduced. In 1907-08 the forests yielded Rs, 7,031. 

The excise arrangements are on the lines prevailing in British Kxciss, 
districts ; the supply of opium and ganja is obtained from Govern- 
ment in the manner common to all tho States of the group for- 
merly known as the Tributary Matsis of Orissa. In 1907-08 the 
excise revenue amounted to Ka, 2,442. 

Civil suits are of a petty svcpanticg and in 1907-08 the num- Civil 
ber of civil suits instituted was 131 of which only 30 suits were Jutice 
for valuos exceeding Rs. 50. 

he majority of the crime consists of petty theft and burg- Crime. 
laries and heinous crime is rare. Tho police force consists of one 
Sub-Inspector, 3 Head-Constables and 21 constables, tho chatuht- pottes, 
dére number 186 and have service land; they annually roceive 
at harvest a sheaf of paddy (unhusked rive) from each cultiva- 
tor, and occasional meals and they enjoy the right to dispose of 
the hides of dead cattle. 

There is a jail with accommodation for 24 prisoners. ‘he Jail. 
daily average population was 16°56 in 1907-08, 

There is a Public Works Department. in charge of a sub- Public 
overscer under the Publio Works Supervisor employed for States Laird 
under administration; money is annually assigned for A ie ment, 
monts of tanks and irrigation. The State spent Ns. 9,961, on 
account of public worke in 1907-08. 

The schools maintained by the State are ono Middlo Vernacular, cated 

two Upper Primary, 27 Lower Primary for boys and two Lower ™! 
Primary for girls: there is also a Sanskrit fo/. Thore is also one 
guru-training school. Tho number of pupils onthe rolls in 1907- 
08 was 804, and the State expenditure on education was Ka. 1,998 
and in addition there was the Government grant of Ka, 1,397. 
Education is backward, but more advanced than in the neigh- 
bouring States. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


oe 


NAYAGARH STATE. 


Puysicst Tax Nayagarh State is situated between 19° 53’ and 20° 20’ 


ab PECTS. 


Hieron. 


N,, and 84° 48’ and 85° 15’ E., with an area of 588 square 
miles. It is bounded on the north by Khandpara State and 
Puri district; on the east by Ranpur State; on the south by 
Puri diatrict ; and on the west by Daspalla State and the Madras 
district of Ganjam. A splendid range of hills, varying from 
2,000 to 2,500 feet in height, runs through the centre of the State. 
The south and south-eastern portions of the State aro very hilly 
and incapable of tillage, but elsewhere there are wide-spread 
tracts of highly cultivated lands. A chain of hills rising abruptly 
surrounds ihe southern end eastern boundaries of the State in 
the form of a semi-circle, The hill ranges are at places alternated 
by small peaks but the chain is nowhere broken: on the lower 
slopes thick forests of bambous are found. In the valleys there 
are rich forests of timber. Sa/ (Shorea robusta), pidsal (Ptero- 
carpus Mmarsupium) and su (Dalbergia Sissoo) abound with kendu 
(Diospyros melanoxylon) and gamhdr (Gmelina arborea). The 
silt from the hills is deposited annually with the setting in of 
the monsoon and furnishes rich material for the luxuriant 
growth of valuable trees. In the plain country the lands are all 
undulating and readily lend themselves to irrigation. The 
average rainfall for the six years from 1902-8 to 1907-08, 
was 56°47 inches. The State is travoreed by numerous streams 
taking their rise in the hill tracts: these streams eventually 
discharge into the Kusumi which flows from west to east and 
thence to the north, meeting the Mahanadi in the Khandpara 
State. The streams are all fordable throughout the year except 
immediately after a heavy downpour when they come into sudden 
spate but fall again in the brief space of an hour or two. There 
are numerous natural springs in the northern part of the State, 
which protect this area from scarcity. The headquarters of the 
Btate are at Nayagarh. 

According to tradition the founder of the family was one 
Siryamani Singh from Rewah in the Central Provinces. He 
established a gars (fort) at a place called Guninati in Naytigeth. 
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He was elected by the people of the country as their Chief 
and received from them in marriage a daughter of a Mali, ée., 
® gardener, who was the priest of the village goddess. On her 
death he married again, a Kshattriya bride, whose descen- 
dants have since’ held the yad: of the two States of Nayigarh 
and Khandpara. T'wo or three generations afterwards the limits 
of the State were extended from Gunanati to the present capital 
of Nayagarh. The fourth Chief established a gar/ (fort) at 
Naydgarh, and still further extended his dominions. The 
twelfth Chief extended his boundaries by waging war with the 
Chiefs of Baud, Ranpur, Banpur and Gumsur. He gave 
Nayagarh to his eldest son, Khandparé to his second son, 
Lakshmiprasad to his third son: the third son dying heirless, 
Lakshmiprasid was again included in Nayagath, and tho boun- 
daries of Nayagath aud Khandpara as then fixed have remained 
unchanged. The twenty-third Chief was tho last of the lineal 
descendants of Siiryamani Singh. oe held the gadi for 12 
months, and was succeeded by Raja Raghunath Singh, a blood 
relation, who died without heirs in 1897, and on his death-bed 
authorized his younger Rani to adopt a son. The presont Chief 
was accordingly adopted from a family related by marriage. 
None of the Chiefs appear to have received any furwdn from the 
Mughals or Marathas. Raghuji Bhonsla, Maharaja of Nagpur, 
bestowed the gift of a flag on the Chief, and alter the conquest 
of Orissa, the Chief, for the assietance rendered by him, received 
an elophant and acannon. ‘I'he emblem of the State is a tiger’s 
head. 

The total population of the State according to the census ‘Tun 
of 1901 is 140,779, or a density of 29 persons por square ?°P*- 
mile. Hindus constitute 95°18 por cont., Animists 4°4U per cent., 
and Musalmans 0°42 per cent., of the total population: thore 
are 9 Christians. Proportion of males of all classes in total 
population is 49°58 per cent. Hindus—maler, 6,341, females, 
67,654, total 133,995 ; proportion of males in total Llindus, 49°51 
per cent, Musalman—males, 356, females, 229, total 585; pro- 
portion of males in total Musalmans, 60°85 per cent. Animiste— 
males, 3,094, females, 3,096, total 6,190, ‘I'he number of per- 
sons able to read and write is 12,013 or 85 per cent of the total 
population. Averages—villages per square mile, 1°3; persons per 
village, 1816; houses per square mile, 49°3 ; houses per village, 
87'4; persons per square mile, 239; persons per house, 4°9. 
The State contains 775 villages which are classified as follows :— 
784 villages with less than five hundred inhabitants, 32 with 
from five hundred to one thousand inhabitants, 7 with from 
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sone thousand to two thousand inhabitants and 2 with two thou- 
and to five thoussnd inhabitants. The people may be divided into 
the following genoral groups socording to their, ocoupations :— 
(1) Agricultural (85,447), including Chasis, Sudhas, Golés, 
Telingaés, Rajus, Bauris, Khadals, and Pans. They represent 
60-7 per cent. of the total population. (2) Religious, Literary 
and Titular including Brahmans, Ksuattriy as, Karans, Khandaite, 
Rajputs, Malis and Vaishnavas. They represent 12 per cent. 
of the total population. (3) Traders (14,077), including Vaisya, 
Gurids, Kamutis, Telis, Sunris (or Sundis), Patras, Thorias, 
Gandho Banike ond Baniyis. They form 10 per cent. of the total 
population. (4) Villago servants (8,446), including Bhandaris, 
Kaméars, Kumhars and Dhobis. They constitute 6 per cent. of 
the totel population. (5) General artisans (4,223), including Kan- 
siris, Tantis, Kharuras'and Khairas. They constitute 3 per cent, 
of the total population. (6) Miscollaneous (11,685) about 9 per 
cont. of the population follow minor occupations. All the castes, 
except the Brahmans, Karans, Klandaits and Kehattriyas, have 
their respective caste committees which sit once or twice a year and 
decide all social and religious questions. The penalties inflicted 
by the committees are in the shape of fines, or corporal punish- 
ment. Widow-marriage obtains among all castes except the 
Bribmans, Karans and Kshattriyas. The younger brother, if 
any, of a deceased husband has preference over others for the re- 
marriage of the widow, and disparity of age is no bar to such 
re-marriage. A Khond widow will not however re-marry if she 
has gota son. The Kumutis and Toelingas will only marry the 
daughters of their maternal uncles, failing which the latter's 
permission to any other marriage relationship has to be purchased 
at considerable cost. 

The Khonds worship their village goddesses known as Sulias 
Brahmandei, Sitala and Tarkei. In the avent of a villager 
being killed by a tiger or a leopard, the idol is, however, thrown 
away and replaced by another and the priest also is dismissed. 

The people are by character exceedingly given over to litiga- 
tion and intrigue. The condition of the people is, on the whole, 
good. The soil is very fertile, and yields to the cultivator a 
good income annually. The people are well off and gold earrings 
and necklaces are worn by many. 

The State is hilly and the climate dry. The headquarters 
Naydgarh, are, however, badly situated in a hollow, closely 
sarrounded by hills and are in consequence very malarious. The 
reat of the State is more salubrious, but malaria is more or leas 
universal. The people are ignorant of the elementary principles of 


NAYAGARH. 265 


sanitation. Houses are built with no arrangements for ventilation. 
The tank which provides drinking water is indifferently used 
for all purposes. Fever with enlargement of spleen, dysentery, 
and diarrhwa are the most common form of disease. Diseases of 
the lungs very seldom ocour. Cholera breaks out in an epidemio 
form once in 3 or 4 years. NSmall-pox has been successfully 
oombated by the introduction of vaccination. The hot months 
are the healthiest part of the year. With the setting in of the 
rains people suffer from dysentery and malaria There are two 
dispensaries in the State with indoor accommodation, one at the 
headquarters and the other at Odgaon, In 1907-08 the number 
of patients treated was 18,637: this figure includes 24 indoor 
pationts treated during the year. Yaorination is now general, 
and the practice of revaccination was recently successfully insti- 
tuted: the total nuraber of primary vaccinations and revaccinations 
was 5,516 and 6,148 respectively in the year 1907-08. 

The total area under cultivition is 123,402 aores, which is 
about 4 of the total aroa of the State. Tho area under 
cultivation is very much in oxoess of the nctual require- 
ments of the population. ‘hero is no likelihood of the prusgure 
of the population being felt on agriculture in the near future. 
Nearly half the produce of the paddy (unhusked rice), if not 
more, is available for oxport in an ordinary year. Rice 
oscupies 68 per cent. of the total cultivated aroa, and tho soil is 
admirably suited for its oultivation. Of the miscellaneous 
orops miyd, gram, sugarcane, eotton and Auwithi are tho moat 
important. iy is uxtensively sown on rice lands if there is 
a good rain in Dycomber. Sugarcane is mostly grown ov lands 
in the immediate vicinity of villago sites. Cotton is grown un 
high lands, but of poor quality. Hu/thi is extensively grown by 
the Khonds and is one of their staple food stuffs. During recont 
years the intelligent tenants have taken to the cultivation of jute, 
wheat, potato, buri cotton and ground nut: these crops promise 
to have a future before them. The State experimental farm 
has been successful in introducing those new crops to the tenants. 
Of the oil-seeds, rdshi (sesamum) is the most important, and of the 
millets, mandid, sudan, and Auduri. Sudn (sdwan) and kuhuri 
are grown on high lands and do not require much labour. They 
ripen in the course of six weeks from the time of sowing and 
stand the tenants in good stead in years of scarcity. They are 
easily digestible in the form of cakes and are a good substitute 
for rice, and are sown in May and reaped in July. 

Sugarcane is the most paying of ell the crops grown in the 
Sate. The heavy initial outlay and the want of permanent 
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sources of irrigation stand in the way of extension of cultivation 
of this valuable crop. Cow-dung stored in open places exposed 
to the sun and rains is the principal manure used, It is used at 
the rate of 40 to 60 maunds per acre. Sixty per cent. of the 
population own plough-cattle. The cattle are small but sturdy, 
getting an abundance of fodder from the jungles and waste lands. 
Several irrigation works have been constructed by the State and 
a regular programme is being undertaken and rapidly pushed on. 

Prior to the recent settloment thero were 45 rates of rent 
per acre ranging from Rs. 6-4 to 0-1-0. They were too numerous 
and unworkable, and were reduced to 9 in the recent settle- 
ment, The highest rate per acro is Rs. 3-2-0 and the lowest 
Re. 0-6-3. The rates have been applied according to the produce 
of the land. An acre of double-cropped land yielding on an 
average 36 to 40 maunds of rice per annum has been assessed 
at the highest rato (is, 3-2-0) while an acre of land yielding 
not more than 8 maunds of rice has been assessed at the lowest 
rate (lke. 0-6-3). The average class of land of which the annual 
produce of rice was 20 to 24 maunds has been assessed at 
the rate of Ro. 1-9-0. The rates of rent for lands growing 
miscellanesus crops only are three, viz, Re. 0-10-5, Re. 0-8-4 
and Re. 0-6-3. The proportion which the rent of an acre of 
Ist class land boars to its gross produce is as 1 to 16, of 
the average class 1 {o 21, and of the inferior class 1 to 26. The 
rents are light. 

There are five kiuds of agrioultural labourers:—(1) Barsakia 
(one who serves throughout the year). Ie gets from his employer 
Kis, 20 in cash, a coarse country cloth valued at 8 annas, and 
a loan of 4 maunds of unhusked rice and Rs. 2 free of interest. 
He is not fed by bis employer. (2) Chhumdsta (one who serves 
his employer on every alternate day). He receives Rs. 10 in 
cash, one cloth valued at 8 annas, a loan of 2 maunds of 
unhusked rice and one rupee free of interest, and & seers of 
unhusked rice per diem when the rice crop is reaped. (3) Chéri- 
masa (one who serves his employer on every 3rd day). He 
receives Rs. 7 in cash, one napkin valued at 4 annas, and 8 seers 
of unhusked rice per diem when the rice crop is reaped. (4) 
Tinimasia (one who serves his employer on every 4th day). He 
reosives Re. 5 in cash, one napkin valued at 4 annas and 8 
seers of unhusked rice on every day the paddy is reaped. (5) - 
The daily labourer earns 2 annas per diem. The first two 
classes are the most namierous. 

Although the price of rice, the principal agricultural produce, 
has xison considerably by a briek export yielding « substantial 
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profit to the Iand-owners the wages of agricultural labour remain 
stationary. During the ten years from 1893 to 1902 wages for 
skilled labour have shown no tendency to riee and the daily wage 
has averaged as follows:— Superior mason, 8 annas; oommon 
mason and superior carpenter, 6 annas each; common carpenter 
and superior blacksmith, 4 annas each; common blacksmith, 3 
annas, The reason is, that the supply of labour is much in excess 
of the demand, the labourers as a class remain contented with a 
subsistence allowance. Tho labouring olass constitutes 22 per 
cent. of the total population. 

The chief agricultural produce of the State is rice. The Prices. 
average price of unhusked rice during the decade (1887-1896) was 
51 seers per rupee but roso to 36 seers during the last decade 
(1897-1906). During the ten years from 1893 to 1902 the 
average price of wheat, rive and gram has buen 1f§ scers, 194% 
secrs, and 15}} seers respectively. The year in which the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway was opencd in Orissa marks an epoch in the 
economical history of the State. A brisk export trade of rice 
with different parts of India dawned upon the Stute and the prices 
of rice have risen 70 per cent. in one decade. The rise of prices 
of the principal produce has contributed materially to the 
prosperity of the State by ensuring handsome profits to the tenants 
and increasing the value of the land. 

The religious and literary classes consisting’of Brahmans, Occora- 
Karans and Kshattriyas, who constitute 12 per cent. of tho total On" 
population, do not as a rule turn their attention to agriculture and racroras 
trade. Agriculturo is the chief occupation of 60 per cent. of the 2”? 
total population, who havo little or no secondary occupation to 
supplement their income from the land. The agricultural classes 
are all hardworking and show signs of increased prosperity, They occupa. 
are, however, very conservative and do not readily welcome any “ou. 
departure from their old system of cultivation. Ten per cent. of 
the population follow trade. Only 2 per cent of the population 
follow fishing as their occupation, and 6 per vont. ia represented 
by washermen, potters, blacksmiths and menial servants. 

The principal commodities of local manufacturo are cotton Manufac- 
fabrios, tusser, brass and bell-metal utensils, saltpetre, and 
catechu, The Tantis who number 3,497 in the whole State 
and some of the Pans manufacture coarse cotton fabrics by 
hand-weaving. Only a very small number of Tantis turn ont 
tusser cloth. The cotton fabrics are very much in demand 
in the local markets specially by the low-caste people. The 
tusser cloths are exported to Puri and Outtack. Kansaris and 
Kharardés who number 724 turn ont brass and bell-metal 
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utensils. They are not of very fine polish, but still they command 
8 large eale in the State. Khedals manufacture saltpetre. The 
outturn is small and it is consumed in tho State. Catechu is 
manufactured in the forest by the Khairis. Chains, buttons, 
sticks and statues of fine workmanship—all of ivory—are manufac- 
tured by a few families at the headquarters of the State. The 
ivory work has won admiration from al! quarters. 

The principal commodities of expcrt are: (1) rice, (2) timber, 
(8) cotton, (4) oil-seeds, (5) hide, (6) hurns of deer and buffaloes, 
and (7) minor forest produce. Rice ocoupies the foremost place 
in the export trade of the State. Trade in timber is carried 
on by local men and some merchants from Cuttack. The sd/ 
(Shorea robusta) of Nayagarh is considered the best in Orissa. 
Cotton is exported chiefly to Ganjam in the Madrasa Presidency. 
It is mostly grown by Khonds in the western part of the 
State bordering on Ganjam. Ilides are exported to Calcutta. 
Among minor forest produce aro included Nux vomica and gundi 
(Mallotus philippinensis) dye ‘They aro chiefly exported to 
the Ganjam district, Tho import trade consists of cotton piece- 
goods, salt, kerosenc oil, iron and fancy goods. They command 
8 vory good market in the State. 

Thore isno railway. Therois a metalled road from the head- 
quarters to Khurda railway station on the Hast Coast Section of 
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, It is in geod condition. Another 
metalled road ten miles in length to the Ranpur border is in 
course of construction. This road will connect with the line at, 
Kaluparaghat railway station. There are no navigable rivers in 
the State. There is an Imperial sub-post cffice at the head- 
quarters of the State and the imperial post plies ed Khurda. 

The land revenue of the State rose fiom Rs. 43,673 to 
Rs. 74,987 in the last settlement. The revenue is reulised by the 
sarbardhkdrs of whom there are 885 in the State. They pay the 
revenue direct into the treasury. They receive ten per cent. com- 
mission or md/ikdnd and enjoy sdgir (service) lands varying from 1 to 
108 aores of land. The sarba) dhkar is held responsible for realisa- 
tion of land revenue. There are four xists, viz, , 16th November, 
15th December, 15th'January, and 15th February, and the revenue 
is paid in four equal instalments. If there are any defaulters the 
sarbardhkar files a list of them after the ist, and steps are taken 
against them under the certificate procedure. The Superintendent 
of the State, the Assistant Superintendent and the Kasungos make 
periodical tours in the interior to check any illegal cesses or abwabs 
being realised by the sarbardakdrs. Thereis no road or publio 
works cess on the land. Printed cheque receipts are granted for 
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the payment of rent, the counterfoils are kept by the sarbarahkar ; 
siha (daily receipts), and «wasil-/aki (rent-roll) are also kept by 
the sarbardhkdr and every precaution is taken to provent the 
sarbardhkar defrauding the ignorant tenants. 

The relations between the State and the British Government Garsess 
are regulated by theprovisions of the sanad of 1908, and the State ao 
pays a tribute of Rs. 5.525. The State is now under the adminis- } 
tration of Government owing to the minority of the Chiof. The 
administration of the State rests with the Superintendent who 
is guided by the instructions of the Political Agent ; there is also 
an Assistant Superintendent, All important civil and criminel 
and rent cases aro tried by tho Superimtendent, who is in imme- 
diate chargo of the Public Works Department, Forest, Police, 

Jail, Dispensary, and Education. Tho Chief and the Assistant 
Superintendent help in the disposal of criminal, civil, rent and 
miscellaneous cases. 

In 1907-08 the income of the State was Rs. 1,40,473 and Finances, 
the expenditure Rs. 1,385,105: the Stato has been cleared of 
debt and the finances are on a sound footing. 

The forest staff consists of one Ranger, ono Forester, ono Forests, 
Assistant Forester and 23 guards : the receipts under this head in 
1907-08 amounted to Rs. 20,308. Tho excise revenue amounted Rxcieo, 
to Ra, 9,503 in 1907-08 

The number of civil suits for disposal during the year 1907-08 Civit 
was 951, moet of which were of a potty uature, 65 per cent. of Justice. 
the total number being for sume below Re, 50 in value. 

The number of cases reportod to tho police in 1907-08 was 78, Crime, 
of which more than 59 per cent. wero petty theft. 

The police staff consists of 1 Rub-Inspector, 10 Head-Con- Potice, 
stables, 10 writer-constables, and 35 men. There is besides a 
staff of reserve police officers consisting of ono Jamddar (EHead- 
Constable) and 2 men. 

There is a good masonry jail recontly constructed on modern Jatt. 

and sanitary lines affording accommodation for 46 prisonors. 
In 1907-08 the average daily population was 244. For the putte 
Public Works Department thero is a Sub-Qvorscer, the work being Worke 
under the control of a Joint Supervisor of the Wards States: ment” 
during the year 1907-08 Rs. 45.668 was spent on public works, 

There are one Middle English, three Upper Primary, two groves. 
Model Lower Primary schools for aborigines only, maintained 7%¥- 
entirely from State funds. Besides the above thore are 71 Lower 
Primary schools which receive annual aid from the State funds, 

There is one separate girls’ school at headquartera and ono in 
the mufamil, There is an Ayurvedic institution and a guru 
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training sobool. The total number of boys and girls attending 
all the schools in 1907-08 was 1,427 and 79 respectively : thus 
2°04 per cent. of the total male population attended the achools 
in 1907-08, Education is backward, but is making steady 
progress, and the intelligent section of the population are anxious 
to give a high English education to their boys. The total annual 
expenditure in 1907-08 on education was Rs. 9,369. In 1907-08 
the State received a grant of Rs. 2,113 from Government for 
primary education. 
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CHAPTER XVII 


NILGIRI STATE. 


Tue State of Nilgiri lies betweon 21° 17’ and 21° 37’ N., and Parsicar 
86° 25/ and 86° 50’ E., with an area of 278 square miles. It “*?#°™* 
is bounded on the north and west by the State of Mayiirbhanj, 
and on the east and south by Balasore district. One-third of the 
ares. is taken up by hills, some of which contain valuable timber. 
There is much land awaiting reclamation. Valuable quarries of 
black stone are found and there arg also good granite quarries in 
the hills close to Nilgiri, the headquarters of the State. The 
climate is hot in the summer, but tempered by breozes from the 
sea: the average rainfall for the six years from 1902-03 to 
1907-08 was 64°34 inches. The headquarters of the State are 
at Nilgiri, 13 miles from tho Balasoro railway station on the 
Bengal-Nagpur line and five miles from the Trunk Road from 
Calcutta to Madras. Nilgiri contains the residence of the Chief, a 
fine building picturesquely situated af the foot of a fine range of 
hills: the public buildings consist of a dispensary with indoor 
accommodation, a jail, courts und public offices, a Middle inglish 
school, a commodious cirouit-house and combined post and 
telegraph office. 

As regards the origin of the Nilgiri Raj family it is alleged trerory, 
that the State was founded in 1125 A.D., by two brothers who 
came from Chota Nagpur. During the time of the Mughals, the 
tribute of the State having fallen into arrear, Ai/4 Mangalpurpatna 
and Talmunda were made into separate fohsi/s, and the area of 
the State was thus oonsiderably reduced. In the time of the 
Maréthas the zamindars of parganas Mukhara, Khejuri, Armala, 
Kudai, and Banchas, in the Balasore district managed to get 
some of the eastern villages of the State included in their zamin- 
daris. The Raja of Mayiirbhanj, too, is said to havo taken 
possession of some vf the villages on the north-west boundary, 
and included them in his State. The thirteenth Chief Nértyan 
Basant Birét Bhujang MAéndhata received the title of Hari- 
chandan fromthe Maharaja of Orissa, for having ably defended 
the celebrated goddess of the State (Udarchandi) and her temple, 
which had been built by the Maharaji—from the inroads of 
Kalapahar. The fourteenth Chief was honoured in 1596 A.D. by 
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the Mughal Emperor Akbar Shah for having assisted his Wazir, 
Man Singh, during the attack on the Pathans on the bank of the 
SubarnarekbA river, and for having humbled the pride of the 
Athkhunta Bhuiyas in Nilgiri. 

The fifteenth Ohief obtained in 1611 A.D. the title of 
Mardar&j for the assistance he rendered to the Mughals against 
the Pathéns on the bank of the Subarnarekha. The thirtieth 
Chief received from the Marathas the title of Fateh Singh Baha- 
dur for having assisted Motiram, the Maratha Fausddr at Bala- 
sore, in his war against the Jamkund& Bhuiyas. The present 
Chief, a brother of the Chief of Mayiirbhanj, obtained the gadi by 
adoption. ‘The Chief isa Kshattriya. The emblem of tho State 
is the flower karalla. 

The population increased from 56,198 in 1891 to 66,460 in 
1901; itis containedin 466 villages, and the density is 239 persons 
to the square mile. The most important village is Nilgiri. 
Hindus number 58,8096, Musalmans, 101, Christians, 161, and 
Animists, 7,202. The most numerous castes are Khandaits 
(15,000), Bhumijes (6,900), Brahmans (5,000) and Gauras and 
Hos (4,000 each). A small Christian community belonging to 
the American Freo Baptist Mission is established at Mitrapur, 
11 miles wost of Balasore town. Tho Mission was started in 
1855: the Christian community at Mitrapur numbers 80: an 
Upper Primary school is maintained and is attended by Chria- 
tians, Pans and Santals and is open to all without distinction, 
The population is classified as follows :—Llindus — males, 29,479. 
females, 29,417, total 58,896 or 88:6 per cent. of the population 
of the State; proportion of males in total Hindus 34:7 per cent. 
Muaalmans—males, 80, fomales, 21, total 101 or 0°15 per cent. 
of the population. Animists—males, 3,53!, females, 3,721, total 
7,302 or 10°98 per cent. of the population. ‘I'he number of 
persons able to read and write is 3,660 or 5-5 per cent. of the 
population. The average number of villages per square mile is 
16; persons per village, 142 ; houses per village, 28°6; houses per 
square mile, 47; persons per house, 49. Of the 466 villages in the 
State there are 455 with less than five hundred, 10 with from five 
hundred to a thousand, and one with from one to two thousand 
inhabitants. The people are well off for the most part and fairly 
advanoed, at any rate in the southern and eastern parts of the 
State owing to their close proximity to Balasore and the line of 


rail. 

There is a good dispensary with indoor ward attached at the 
headquarters: a medical officer with the qualifications of an Assist. 
ent Surgeon is in charge amisted by a Civil Hospital Assistant, 
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who also looks after vaccination work, and there is also a qualified 
female Civil Hospital Assistant for female patients. The total 
number of patients treated during the year 1907-08 was 7,004. 
The eastern and southern areas of the State are not unhealthy, 
but fever as usual is prevalent in the hill and forest areas. The 
State suffers from time to time from severe epidemics of cholera. 
Vaccination is carried on by licensed vacoinators, but is not 
popular: it has however recontly made progress and in 1907-08 
revaccination was successfully undertaken. In 1907-08 the 
number of primary vaccinations was 2,228 and that of revaccina- 
tions, 597. 

The soil is fertile and in the open country to the south and — 
east the lands are woll cultivated and abundant rico crops are 
raised. The villages in this area are prosperous and tanks for 
irrigation are common : no special attempts to introduce better 
varieties of seed or new crops have been made by the State. 

The average rent por acre of first, socond and third class rice Rex7s, 

lands is Rs. 2-0-8, Re. 1-9-0 and Re. 1-2-9 respectively and of up- pao” 
lands, Re. 1-0-8. During the period from 1893 to 1902 there has Priors. 
been a decided rise in wages by nearly 50 per cont. in the case of 
skilled labour with a somewhat smaller rise for unskilled labour : 
the average daily wage during that period has been as follows: 
superior mason, 6} annas, common mason, 4 annas; superior 
carpenter, G annas, common carpenter, 4 annas; cooly, 2 annas; 
superior blacksmith, 4} annas, and common blacksmith, 3} annas, 
The rato of wages is now likely to increase further with the open- 
ing of the granite quarries. During the same period the prices 
of rice, gram and salt have remained practically stationary and 
have averaged 18} scers, 112 seors and 10% seors respoctivoly. 

Of the total population more than half, io, 55°5 per cent Occurs. 
live by agriculture : 15°97 per cent. follow industrial pureuits [00h 
and 104 per cent., professions: ¥°9 per cent. are engaged in trade, rvzna 
From the quarries of blackstone found in this Btate a consi- ™D 
derable quantity of stone cups, bowls and platters aro manufao- 
tured and exported. The granite quarries of the State are now 
being worked and it is intended to export the stone to Calcutta 
for road metal: the quarries are connected with the line of rail at 
Balasore by a tramway. The principal imported articles are 
spices, mill-made goods, kerosene oil, salt, cotton yarn, iron and 
brasswares, and the principal exported articles are paddy, rice, 
soapstone, stoneware, tusser cocoons, myrobalan, timber, fuel, 
horns snd hides. 

There is a good road frum the headquarters linking up musays or 
with the Madras Grand Trunk Road : by this route Balasore is 0ommOst- 
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15 miles distant from the headquarters: a fair surface road runa 
up to the border of Kaptipadé, an estate in Mayiirbhanj with a 
rest-house close to the border: there is also a surface road to 
Mitrapur : there is a good bungalow for travellers at the head. 
quarters. The headquarters of the State are connected with the 
Balasore town by a telegraph line and the imperial post runs 


“to and from the headquarters ci¢ Balasore. 


The land revenue system is similar to that prevailing in the 
other States: the land revenue demand is Rs. 53,689. The fast 
settlement was completed in 1898. There are no zamindaris in 
the State and no cesses are levied. 

The terms of the sanad granted in 1894, which was revised 
in 1908, regulate the relation between the State and the British 
Government: an annual tribute of Rs. 3,900 is paid. The 
State has an cestimated income of about Rs. 1,837,000. In the 
year 1907-08 the forest. revenue amounted to Ks. 12,555. Civil 
suits aie uumervus, but petty: the number of suits instituted in 
1907-08 was 350, Crime mostly consists of petty theft and bur- 
glary. The number of cases reported to the police in 1907-08 
was 225, Tho police force consists of one Inspector, 3 Sub- 
Inspectors, 4 Head-Constables and Jt; men The jail acoom- 
modation i» small anda new jail is about to be erected. In 
1907-08 the average daily population was 16. There is a regular 
Public Works Department and the State has good public build- 
ings. In 1907-08 the State spent Rs. 47,261 on account of 
public works, 

In 1907-08 the number of schools in the State was 87, 
consisting of one Middle English school, 10 Upper Primary 
sohools, 37 Lower Primary schools, two Sanskrit to/s and one 
Guru-training school. The number of students on the rolls was 
1,987, and the expenditure by the State amounted to Rs. 11,692 
and the grant from Government was Its. 2,347. The people are 
appreciative of the benefits of education and several of the Lower 
Primary schools are privately maintained. Special attention is 
paid to the education of the Santals. There are two special 
achools for girls and one for aborigines. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 





PAL LAHARA STATE. 


Tue State of Pal Lahara lies between 21° 9 and 21° 41’ N., Pavstoat 
and 85° 0’ and 85° 24’ E., with an area of 452 squaro miles, It *#7*°™* 
is bounded on tho north by the Bonai Stato ; on the cast by the 
Keonjhar State; on the south by the Talcher State; and on the 
west by the Bamra Stato. The east and north of tho State are 
occupied by hills. A magniticent hill, Malayagiri (3,895 feet), 
one of the loftiest poaks in the States of Orissa, towors above 
the lesser ranges. The State is ‘or tho most part a region of 
wild hill ranges densely covered with forest in which sal (Shorea 
robusta) abounds. The sa/ forests sre the finest in Orissa, 
but are, from the nature of the country, very inaccessible : 
towards tho south on the Talcher border there is a certain extent 
of open country dispersed with smaller hill ranges. The high 
hills to the north form the central portion of tho mass of 
tangled hill ranges, which stretch into the Bonai and Keonjhar 
States. Thero are uo rivera in the State, but numerous hill 
streams which frequently come down in heavy spate sweeping 
away the hamlets perched on their banks. The distinguishing 
feature of the country is the Malayagiri peak; the ascent is made 
from the south-western side and a rough hill-path has been 
made: the ascont is stvep and prolonged, but presents no real 
difficulty to the transport of goods by hand. The path winds 
up over bold spurs with magnificent views of the plains of tho 
Talcher and Dhenkdénal States in the distance, and two ranges 
are climbed before the final ascent is reached. The actual 
summit is a narrow plateau nowhere more than half a mile wide 
and in parte less. It is formed by a depression on the top 
of the hill and is about half a mile long; at either end 
rise up two bold peaks of bare rock: the western peak is the 
actual summit of Malayagiri and rises almost precipitoualy : 
on its western and northern fronts it is quite inaccessible and falls 
away in asheer precipice of many hundred feet : below to the 
west stretohes out a fine range of hills running westwards in two 
parallel ridgee with « valley between them, the level of the valley 
being about 1,500 feet: seen from above the range gives the 
t2 
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appearance of a vast frough clad with dense forest : to the north- 
east the whole range of Malayagiri falls away precipitously : for 
a distance of nearly half a mile the hill on the south-western 
side slopes away fairly gradually and on this side would afford 
suitable sites for building but the area is limited : there is a spring 
near the top of the hill on the south-western side and a small 
reservoir has been constructed. The Chief has erected a small 
bungalow on the summit. The average rainfall for the six years 
from 1902-03 to 1907-08 was 60°07 inches. The headquarters 
of the State are at Pal Lahara. 

This State is alleged to have been founded by Santosh Pal of 
Dharanagar, some time before the 18th century. The original 
limits of the State cannot be accurately given, During the 18th 
century the State appears to have attained its largest limits, 
consisting of 198 villages, 1381 of which were subsequently 
forcibly taken possession of by the Keonjhar, Talcher and 
Dheukunal Rajas, leaving under its sway only 67 villages, which 
now comprise an area of 452 square miles. 

No Chief of Pal Lahara is said to have obtained any farman 
or sayqd fJrom the Mughals or Marathas. The Chiefs of this 
State wore formerly styled zamindars. The late Chief received 
from Government the personal title of Raja Bahadur, in recog- 
nition of the services he rendered in suppressing the Bhuiya 
rebellion in Keonjhar in 1867-€8 A.D, In 1874 A.D. he was 
vested with the hereditary title of Raja. No Madala Panji or 
any family history of the Raj family is available ; tradition, 
however, runs that Santosh Pal was the founder of the present 
ruling family. Ilo is said to have belonged tothe Paumar 
Rajputs of Dharanagar. Ho went to Puri on pilgrimage 
with a body of followers, and while returning home was 
selected by the Savars, Khonds, Malhars, and Jhorés as their 
Chief. Ife settled at Laharé and subdued the aboriginal 
tribes who were then contending among themselves for supre- 
macy. He wus called Pal because the Savars concealed him 
under a heap of straw (pdlu) while fighting with his followers, 
who were all defeated and put to death. From the official 
enquiries that were made during the settlement of the dispute 
that arose between the Maharaja of Keonjhar and the zamindar 
of Pal Laharaé regarding the supremacy of the former, it was 
stated that 52 generations had already held sway in Pal 
Labara up to A.D. 1778. During that year the Chief, Muni Pal, 
died without male issue. After his death the management of the 
State remained for about 47 years in the exclusive hands of his 
mother, Anna Piirns, and of his illegitimate brother Nanda Pal, 
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Anna Pirnd died in A.D. 1815, Nanda Pal acknowledged the 
supremacy of Keonjhar and remained in charge of tho manage- 
ment of the State till he died in 1825. The people of Val 
Lahars after his death resisted the claims of Keonjhar, but being 
defeated, submitted a petition to Colonel Gilbert, the then 
Political Agent of the South-Western Frontier. Colonel Gilbert 
ordered the withdrawal of the Keonjhar force from Val Lehara, 
and allowed the people to select their own Chief. They chose 
one Baidya Nath Val, one of the paternal uncles of the late 
Chief Muni Pal, whose family has since held the yadé for three 
generations. 

The titles of “ Ganoswar Pal” and “ Muni Pal” are assumed 
alternately Ly the successive Rajas of Pal Lahara when sucoeed- 
ing to the ged:. The emblem of the State is a cobra. 

The population increased from 19,700 in 1801 to 22,851 in tas 
1901 ; it is distributed among 265 villages. Tho density is 49 *Porse. 
persons to the squaro mile, or less than in any other of the Orissa 
States except Rairahhol and Bonai. Hindus number 20,770, 
Animists 1,540, and Muhammadans 41, the moat numerous oastes 
being Chasas (0,000) and Vans (4,000), The leaf-wearing Juangs 
are still met with in tho outskirts of tho Malayagiri range. 
They are extremely shy and retiring, but still wear their 
costumes of asan leaves in tho more remote portions of this State 
and in some of the inaccessible recesses of tho neighbouring 
hill ranges of Bonaiand Keonjhar: the costumo consists 
of a few leaves pinned together worn over the person by 
men and in the case of women an apron made of leaves is 
worn : no other covering is worn. Tho population is classified 
as follows :—Hindus—malos. 10,134, females, 10,636, total of 
Hindus, 20,770 or 92°9 per cent. of the population of tho State ; 
proportion of males in total Hindus, 48:7 per cont. Musalmaéns 
—males, 25, females, 16, total of Musalmans 41 or 0°18 per cent. 
of the population ; proportion of males in total Musalmans 
60-9 per cent. Christians—né/, Population of all denominations 
—males, 10,861, females, 11,490 ; proportion of males in total 
population, 4&5 per cent. The number of persons able to 
read and write is 518 or 2°43 por cent of the total population. 
Averages— Villages per square mile 0°58; persons per village 84 ; 
houses per square mile 11 ; houses per village 19°5; persons per 
house 4°3. Of the aboriginal tribes the Savars are the most 
numerous. The Bhuiy&s inhabit the bills and high valley lands 
to the north which with the ranges stretching into Bonai and 
Keonjhar form their ancestral homes. The people are extremely 
backward, but contented, their demands are few and they live 
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for preference very largely on forest fruits and roots. There are 
265,villages in the State, but in none does the population amount 
to five hundred. 

The nature of the country renders it very unhealthy to 
strangers who suffer severely from malsria. The inhabitante 
suffer to a certain extent from malaria, but not to such a degree 
as would be expected, from the dense jungle and heavy rainfall. 
The vital statistics for ten years from 1893 to 1902 show the 
average ratio of births per mille as 18°38 and deaths 10°42, 
but little reliance can be placed on them. There is a small 
dispensary at headquarters with an indvor ward in charge of a 
Civil Hospitel Assistant : 3,690 patients were treated in 1907-08. 
Vaccination is in charge of a special Civil Hospital Assistant 
who also renders medical aid in the interior and attends to village 
sanitation : 1,164 children were vaccinated in 1907-08; of this 
number 655 were primary vaccinations and 509 re-vaocina- 
tions, The aboriginal and backward tribes are very averse to 
vaccination. 

Agriculture is of the crudeat. The system most popular is to 
out the light forest in the hill sides, burn it and raise a crop on it 
for one or two years and then abandon the site. Tho Juangs, in 
especial,,practiso only this form of cultivation and, ondeavours 
are being made by grants of seed and bullocks to induce them to 
settle down to regular cultivation. The cultivation of the plain 
country is very inferior and every tenant as far as possible prac- 
tises ddhs cultivation as well. The coarse varieties of rice are 
grown and also millets The total acreage of the State is 289,280 
acres, of which 262,852 aro forests, unculturable waste 4,297 ; 
the normal area under crops is 16,982 acres, of which 9,810 acres 
are under rice: oil-seeds are normally sown on 3,250 acres, 
of which 1,400 acres are under linseed and 1,250 under é/ 
(seaamum); 400 acres are normally under mdndid and 600 under 
maire. 

The assessment is light and the average rate for first, seoond 
and third class rice lands is Rs, 2-7-6, Rs. 2-1-4 and Re. 1-11-1, 
respectively per acre and for uplands, Re. 0-14-0 per acre. 
During the period from 1893 to 1902 the rate of daily wages 
has remained stationary and has averaged as follows: superior 
mason, six anna’, common mason, four annas, superior carpenter, 
six annas, common carpenter, four annas, cooly, 24 annas, superior 
blacksmith, six annas, common blacksmith, four annas. The price 
of rice, gram and salt during the same period has shown no 
tendency fo rise and the rates have averaged 25; seers, 33y 
seers and 7} seers respectively. 
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The only ocoupations followed are the cultivation of lac and Ocoura. 
rearing of tusser cocoons, the collection of wild honey, myro- i 
balans and other forest produce by the jungle tribes. Trade in rones 
the real sense there is none: a certain amount of timbor is sold ‘1% 
and exported and traders bartor for the jungle products with sult, . 
tobacco and spices. 

There is a good road from the headquarters south to Sibpur in Mxans ov 
the Talcher State and the same road continues on the north-east to ONNUM 
the border of Keonjhar : this portion of tho road and its continua- 
tion due west to the border of the Bamra State was formerly the 
old Sambalpur-Midnapore road. 

There is a staging bungalow at the headquarters and at 
Kamir, an important village onthe road to Talcher. There is a 
post office at headquarters and the post travels edt Talahor 
to Angul. 

The last settlement was made under Governmont direction pevaxvy 
in 1905-06 during the period the State was under Court of a i 
Wards ; special cars was taken to enforce the prohibition against : 
sale, mortgage or transfer of holdings and to guard against the 
lands of aboriginals being leased out by the villago headmen 
to the moro advanced class of cultivators; long rent-froe 
periods arc granted to clearers of new cultivation. Tho land 
revenue demand is Rs, 21,237, and is collected without difficulty : 
the Bhuiyis pay a hous tax of Re. 1 per house per annum : 
besides this they pay in kind ono khandi (85 seers) of birhi per 
house per annum. 

As in (ho case of the ofher States of the group formerly known Guana, 
as the Tributary Muhals of Orisaa the sanad of 1908 regulates the themon. 
rolationship between the State and the British Government. Tho 
State has for some years been on acrount of minority under 
Government management and has only recently been restored 
to the Chief, who conducts the administration with the assistance 
of a Diwan, The Chief on suocession is bound to pay nasardna 
to the British Government. The State pays to the British Finsnens, 
Government a tribute of Rs. 267, and its annual revenue isa about 
Res. 38,000. The income of the State is very limited and its 
finances have to be very carefully administercd. The State con~ 
tains some of the finest sa/ (Saorea robusta) forosts in Orissa, and Poreste. 
during the period of administration by Government a regular 
forest department was created under a qualified forest officer and 
detailed forest rules introduced: the forests were divided into 
reserved and protected and demarcation and survey has been 
practically completed. The finest range is that of Malayagiri. 

The forests yielded a revenue of Rs. 6,952 in 1907-08 and the 
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revenue is expanding. The excise revenue amounted to Rs. 1,630 
in 1907-08. Institutions of civil suits are very few and the suits 
are of a petty nature; in 1907-08 the number of civil suits 
instituted was 22 only, of which 80:9 per cent were below the 
value of Rs. 50. Crime is exceedingly light: the number of 
cases reported to the police in 1907-08 was 121. The police force 
consists of one Sub-Inspector, 4 Head-Constables and 14 con- 
stables. The jail has accommodation for 10 prisoners. The 
State possesses the necessary public buildings, but only the 
courts and offices are masonry. The State spent Re. 2,647 on 
account of public works in 1807-08. 

The State maintains an Upper Primary school at the head- 
quarters and 32 aided Lower Primary schools. The total number 
of pupils reading in echools in 1907-08 was 577. The Upper 
Primary school at headquarters is a commodious building with 
a hostel attached. The Government grant amounted in 1907-08 
to Rs. 360. Kducation is catremely backward and there is little 
or no demand ior it by the people: under great difficulty parents 
are persuaded to send their boys to school and then constantly 
take them away to roam the forests. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


PATNA STATE. 


Tue State of Patna, in Orissa, hes ketween 20° 9° and 21° 4/N., Puvsican 
and between 82° 41’ and 83° 40’ E.; and is bounded on the north 44°"°T* 
by the Borasambar zamindari of the Sumbalpur district ; on the 
east by the State of Sonpur; on the west by the zamindari 
of Khariar, belonging to the Raipur district in the Central 
Provinees; and onthe south by the Stato of Kalahandi. The 
average length is about fifty miles long by as many miles broad, 
with an area of 2,399 syaare miles. The country is an undulat- 
ing plain, rugged and isviated, with hill-ranges rising in various 
directions, a lofty irregular rango forming a natural boundary 
to the north. The soil is for the most part light and sandy, about 
two-thirds of the whole area are under cultivation, the rest being 
for the most part forests and scrub-jungle. The main forest area 
of the State stretches aloug the western boundary starting from 
Bangomundaéin the Patna State and running parallel with the 
border of the Khariar zamindari, in the Raipur district and then 
turning to the north runs parallel with the Bordsambar zamundéri 
of the Sambalpur district. This tract is broken by occasional 
clearings and sinall settlements, but is for the most part dense 
forest. in which bamboo of excollent quality predominates and 
fine sd/ (Shorea robusta), sehdy (Terminalin tomentosu), pidsdd 
(Pterocarpus marsupium), diaurd (Lagarstwmia parviflora) and 
ebony (Divspyros melanoxylou), are the principal timber with 
sal predominating. In the forests tiger, leopard, bison, bear, 
spotted and barking deer, xwxbur and mouse deer are met 
with. The finest compact forest area starts near Laldi, about 
10 miles south-east of Bangomundaé and stretches away to the 
south and east through Laphor,' gradually thinning out till it 
meets the main road which runs south through the State from 
Bolangir, the headquarters, to Kalahandi: this tract contains 
aal of fine quality in abundance. From Bolangir to the Tel river 
large tracts of light forest extend to a considerable distance on 
both sides of the main road and contain some good ed/, piaedl, 
sehdj and other timber, but are considerably broken up by culti- 
vation, aud there ate some large villages located in this area, 
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the principal being Deogaon and Saintalé. Ata distance of 7 
miles from Bolangir there is a fine range of hills carrying excellent 
timber and the tract is kept as reserved forest: from this range 
rises the high peak Muktai (2,259 feet): this peak is a conspi- 
cuous feature in the landscape for many miles from Bolangir. 
The north-western boundary is formed by the magnificent range 
of hills known as Gandha Mardan, which separates the Patna 
State at this point from the Borisambar zamindari. On the 
northern crest, of this range springs the famous stream which 
descends to the foot of the hill in fine waterfalls and finally issues 
forth to the plains at Narsinghnath, a sacred and famous place 
of pilgrimage in the Sambalpur district: on the southern slope 
a similar stream issues from the crest of the range and is known 
as Harisankar, and at the foot of the hill, a few miles from the 
village Sargipali in the Patna State, where the stream reaches the 
plains, there is a fine orange grove and temple, frequented by pil- 
grims. The crost of this range of hills is a fine plateau some ten 
miles long with an average height of 3,000 feet and rising as high 
as 3,234 feet. The principal rivers are, the Tel, which forms 
the boundary on the south-cast between Patnd and Kalahandi; 
the Ang, which divides Patna from the Sonpur State on the 
north ; the Suktel, and the Sunder. 

The temporature is very much the same as that of the plains 
elsewhere ; in the cool months the thermometer is often as low as 
45° F, at daybreak, and at midday rarely rises above 80°. The 
hot months are from April to the middle of June, the thermo- 
meter rising then sometimes as high as 112° in the shade. The 
average rainfall during the 14 years from 1894-95 to 1907-08 was 
52°18 inches, The climate in the more open areas of the State 
is healthy and the headquarters of tho State are certainly 
salubrious. The forest areas are naturally malarious, and 
strangers moving through them or sottling in their neighbourhood 
suffer greatly from fever, but the indigenous settlers are robust 
and healthy in appearance. Iron ore and graphite ocour in the 
south of the State. 

The Patna State was formerly the most important of all the 
States attached to the Sambalpur district, and the head of 
a cluster of States known as the eighteen Garhjats or forts. 
Aooording to tradition one Ram&i Deva, of the Chauhan race, 
obtained the gadi of the Patna State some 600 years ago. 
While the Chauhan family may perhaps have held their gadi for 
twenty-seven generations, it is hardly likely that this family dates 
back more than five hundred years, and an inscription on a stone 
discovered in the Patna State throwa light on this point. The 
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inscription referred to bears the date 1253 of the Salib&hana era 
(1851 A.D.) which was in vogue with the Chiefs of the Gangabansa 
family : and the inference is that at the date of the inscription, 
which is thus 557 years old, the Patna State was held by Ganga- 
bensi Chiefs. It may, however, be acoopted that the period, the 
Chauhan, family held the gaat of the State, extends baok for s 
period of not much less than five hundred years. 

As to the families which preceded the Chauhans, there seems 
reason for believing that the State was at one time under tho 
Siiryabansi Rajas. Thero exists at the present time in fair 
preservation at Salebhatta in the Patuaé State an ancient temple 
dedicated to Birinchi Narayan Devata, the sun-god. Images dug 
upon tho spot establish the nature of the worship originally 
practised there, and the form of the images, as well as the 
design of the templo, tally precisely with those found in 
the temple at Baidynnath, in the Sonpur State, which contains 
inherent evidence of being the work of Siryabansi Chiefs. No 
archwological remains of more ancient date than those ascribed 
to the Siiryabausis have beon discovered either in Patna or in tho 
adjacent States, and tradition assigns to that family the earliest 
administration of Patna. 

Another curious fact is that at Ranipur-Jharia, in tho south 
of the Patna State a stove was found in one of the many ancient 
temples that exist there, inscribed with tho namo of Someswar 
Deva. Similarinscriptions appoar to have been found in the 
Bastar State, and thoso facts would imply that the Bastar State 
and the southern portion of the Patna State were formerly under 
one and the samo Chief Moro satisfactory ovidence oxists to 
show that at a comparatively rocent period the Patna State was 
ander thosway of the Rajas of Vizianagram. Tradition among 
the Khonds asserts that they at one time paid taxes to the Rajas 
of Kalinga, which is to this day a common term to doscribe the 
Vizagapatam littoral. Moreover a copper lease or fambd-patla 
grented by a former Vizianagram Chief to the ancient holders 
of the village of Bakati in Patna, and the discovery of a similar 
lease relating to a village in the Sunpur State go far to confirm 
the tradition that the Vizianagram Chief’s power oxtended to 
Patn&. Chiefs of the Bhojbans family are also said to have held 
the gadi of Patna for some time and the tank at Patndgarh 
called the Bhawasagar is attributed to them ; but tradition regard- 
ing them is vague. 

Coming to more recent times it would appear that the 
Chauhin family which was inaugurated by Ramai Deva was 
immediately preceded by a state of affairs under which the 
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Patné Stete was administered by eight joint superiors each of 
whom held power by turn for one day at a time, the eight 
Chiefs being each in charge of a gurh or fort and their 
administration being called the Ath-mahk. 

Representatives of these Chiefs are found even at the present 
day in Patna, and though the living claimants may have but 
shadowy titles to represent the former Chiefs, the manner in 
which the Ath-mdi:k administration was succeeded by that of 
Ramai Deva is described by local tradition with such detail as to 
bear the semblance of truth. As it is the turning point in the 
claim of the Chauhan family to be descended from the Rajput 
Rajas of Garh Shambar, it is worth mentioning. 

It is said that one Hamir Deva had fled from Gark Shambar 
and established himself at Manikgarh fort in the hills of Khariar. 
On one occasion beforo proceeding to battle he took leave of his 
seven wives and told them that should he not return they would be 
apprised of his death by the homeward flight of sume carrier 
pigeons. He failed to return and was never afterwards heard 
of; the return of the pigeons satisfied his Ranis that he had 
fallun. Six of them drowned themselves in the pool called 
Ramdarha near Narsinghnith to the north of the Patna State 
and the remaining Rani was found wandering in the jungles 
near Ramud on the border between Patn&’ and Khariar. She 
was kindly treated by her presorver, a Binjhal: in due course 
she was deliverod of » child—Ramai Deva—who put an ond to 
the Ath-malik yadi by murdering the eight Chiefs and himsolf 
assuming supromacy over the vight yards (forts) which he welded 
into the compact Stato of Patna, and thus introduced the adminis- 
tration of the Chauhan family. The precise spot of Ramai Deva’s 
birth is still pointed out, and the circumstances under which it 
ooourred are still described with interest by those vonversant 
with Patna traditions. 

A detailed account of the Patna family was written by Major 
Impey in 1868, from which the following sketch is abstracted. 

The Mah&rajas of Patna claim direct descent from a race of 
Rajput Rajés of Garh Shambar, near Mainpuri end trace it 
through thirty-one generations. It is alleged that Hitambar 
Singh, the last of these Rajas, offended the Raja of Delhi and 
was killed; that his family had to abandon their country and fly 
in every direction; and that one of his wives who was at the 
time enceinée, found her way down to Patna. Patna was, it 
seems, at that time, represented by a cluster of eight garhs (forts) 
and the Chief of each garh tcok it in turn to hold powers for a 
day over the whole. The Chief of Khulagarh recsived the Rani 


PATNA, 288 


kindly and in due time sho gavo birth+o a boy, who was called 
Ramai Deva. The Chief adopted him and eventually abdicated 
in his favour, and when it came to his turn to hold powers over 
the whole, he took the first opportunity of causing the Chiefs of 
the other seven gavi+ to be murdered and setting himself up as 
the Chief over the whole with the title of Maharsja. Ie 
contrived to preserve his position through the influence that he 
obtained by a marriage with a daughter of the thon Raja of 
Orisaa. Between the periods of Ramai Deva and Baijal Deva IT, 
the tenth Maharaja or during a period of some 300 years, there 
was a considerable acquisition of torritory made by Patna, vig. 
the States of Khariir and Bindra Nawagarh on the west; 
Phuljhar and Strangarh to the north; Bonai, Gangpur and 
Bamra to tho north-cast, which were all made tributary depen- 
dencies; while the zamindart of Rairakhol, as woll as a tract of 
land to the oastward on the left bank of the Mahinadi, was 
annexed. A fort was erected in Vhuljhar, and the Chandrapur 
pargana (tract), also on the left bank of the Mahanadi, was 
forcibly wrested from tho Chief of Ratanpur. Narsingh Deva, tho 
twelfth Maharaja of Patni, coded to his brother Balram Deva all 
such portions of his territories as lay north of tho river Ang. The 
latter founded a now State (Sambalpur) which very soon after- 
wards by acquisition of territory in every direction becamo the 
most powerful of all the Garhjats; while from the samo time the 
power of Patna commenced to decline. 

Garh Shambar was the famous seat of Chauhan power in Raj- 
putina, while Mainpuri was apparently in tho United Provinogs 
of Agra and Oudh ‘The following account gives a fairly correct 
and accurate deseriplion of the Raj family. 

It appears from the Koshlinaud, a local work on the history 
of the Patna R&j family, that Baijal Deva, the third Chief from 
Ramai Deya, was the most powerful Chief and oxtended his 
dominions far and wide. He fought with Ram Chandra and 
Mahaling, Gajapatis of Orissa for six years Bamra was reduced 
to an annual tribute of 16 elephants. Gangpur, Bonai, and ofher 
neighbouring States submitted without a fight, and Baud and 
Sirguja also submitted It is said that 72 Chiefs were made 
tributary to Patna by SBaijal Deva I. Dhenkan&l was also 
subdued and the temple of the golden Mahaleo at Sonpur 
was built by him. 

Batearéj Deva the successor of DBaijal Deva 1, was defeated 
by the Oriasa Chief, who seems to have overrun the Patn& State 
and defeated its Chief. Nothing of importance happened in the 
time of the next six Chiefs. 
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The Chief Bhanjan Hiradhar Deva wascalled to Purl by the 
Gajapati and! made « prisoner for 10 months, Hiradhar Deva 
then attacked Oriess with a very large army and defeated Ram 
Chandra Dova Gajapati and entered into a treaty with him. 

It was about this time that there was a war with Bastar. 
Tho Raji of Bastar was taken prisoner and put to death, and 
his brother was placed on the gad: of Bastar on the condition 
of his agreeing to pay an annual tribute of Rs. 30,000. A sister 
of the Patna Maharaja was at this time married to Mukunda Deva 
Gajapati of Orissa. Maharaja Bhiipal Deva, the 24th Chief from 
Ramai Deva, granted the Jarasinghé zamindari as a maintenance 
grant to his younger brother Jugraj Singh. He also granted 
the Agalpur zamindari to his 6 sons for their maintenance. 

In 1755 A.D. the Stato fell under the dominion of the 
Marathds of Nagpur, but was cedod to the British Government 
by the treaty of 1803 with Raghuji Bhonsla. It was restored 
tothe Marathas in 1806, and in 1818 reverted again to the 
British Government. On this oocasion many dependencies of 
Patn& wero separated from it and made independent. The State 
was under the control of the Bengal Govornment till 1861, 
when it was included in the Central Provinces. Enquiries made 
between 1863 and 18€6 into the status of the Chiefs and 
zamindars of the Central l’rovinces resulted in Patna being classed 
asa Foudatory State. 

Maharaji Hira Bajra Deva died in 1866 A.D. In 1869 
owing to mismanagoment there waa a rising of the Khonds. 
Jt was suppressed, but it was believed that the Ohief’s brother 
Lal Bishnath Singh and his followers had committed many 
atrocities : for these crimes Lal Bishnath Singh was removed from 
the State, the Chief himself deposed and the State passed under 
Court of Wards in 1871, Mah&rajé Siir Pratap Deva died in 
1878 leaving no male issuc. He was succeoded by his brother’s 
son Ram Chandra Singh Deva who was educated at the Jabbalpur 
Rajkumar College. The Court of Wards’ management was 
withdrawn in 1894: the Chief died on 8th June 1895. As he 
left no male issue he was succeeded by his uncle Maharaja 
Dalganjan Singh Deva, who was born in 1856. In 1900 the 
State suffered severely from famine, and want of control led to a 
severe out-break of dacoity which extended into the Sambalpur 
district. A force of Government police had to be deputed to 
Patna to suppress the outbreak. 

The State was transferred from the Central Provinces and 
placed under the charge of the Commissioner of the Orissa Divi- 
wion on the 16th Ootober 1905. 


